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BERWICK ACADEMY           Introduction 

This is the information booklet for Key Stage 4 

courses starting in September 2020. If you are  

currently in Year 9, you will now be focusing on 

making your option choices. These are very  

important and you should take some time over this. 

To help you make your choice, we will run an  

information evening and be available to speak to 

you about these decisions. 

 

We are incredibly proud of the start that you have 

made at Berwick Academy, and of the range of 

courses that we can offer you next year.  Use this 

booklet to work  through your option choices, but 

remember that there is no substitute for good  

discussions with family, friends, tutors and teachers. 

Ask lots of questions and don’t be worried if you 

have moments of confusion before making a final 

decision.   These are important choices to make and 

you need to spend time thinking about them  

carefully.  

Ms T Hush  

Headteacher 
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What everyone does! 
The way that the curriculum is structured means that there 

are a number of subjects that everyone will study. These 

compulsory subjects are known as the “Core”. In the Core 

you will study English, Mathematics, Science and Life Skills 

(PSHE, PE & RE)  Core subjects are described in this booklet.  

 

Your ‘Options’ 
In the ‘Options’ section are many of the subjects you have 

studied before, together with one or two new subjects. Here 

you will find GCSEs in technology subjects, languages, arts, 

business and PE. You will be able to choose from a selection 

of courses. You will normally choose three options.  

 

What can I choose? 
When you make your choices you will need to choose a first, 

second and third choice of subjects.  After that, you will need 

to choose a reserve set of subjects.  We won’t be asking you 

to pick from different blocks, as in previous years.   

 

Who can help me? 

Your teachers and tutors are on hand to give advice on what 

subjects might be best. You and your parents/ carers will 

want to make the best decision, and we are here to help you. 

Obviously, if we think you are making a choice which is not 

really suitable for you, we will tell you.  

How long have I got to make up my mind? 
The deadline for making your choices will be Firday 6th 

March 2020.  You will be shown how to make these choices 

KEY STAGE 4  The next two years             

using a form or the online facility. You won’t need to wait 

until the deadline, you can make your choices as soon as 

you want.  Where there is over-subscription to these 

courses, decisions will be made by staff in school around 

future aspirations and the best option for you to do your 

best in.   
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What will I study? 

Building upon Year 9 learning, Art and Design is about communicating 

imaginatively and effectively, in visual form, ideas, thoughts and 

knowledge in response to given briefs.  It involves the recording of 

research and experimentation which gradually lead to the develop-

ment of a final, personal, response.  The course is broken down into 

two components :  

 coursework portfolio assessment across Years 10 and 11 

 an externally set assignment from January to April of Year 11. 

Within it, you will: 

 learn how, throughout time, artists, craftspeople and designers 

have been influenced not only by their own ideas, but by the 

physical, social and cultural environments in which they have 

lived.  You, in turn, will show similar influences in your own 

work.  

 explore themes, such as ‘structures ‘and ‘metamorphosis’; 

styles including surrealism; and techniques like print-making 

and ceramics. 

 learn how to develop ideas from research and your own imagi-

nation. 

 experiment with different media, processes and techniques, 

sometimes in ways and combinations you may not have tried 

before, to increase the effectiveness of those ideas. 

 learn to effectively record the development of your projects, 

via visual and written means, in sketchbooks and other presen-

tation formats. 

 produce final pieces that connect your ideas and learning to-

gether in a personal way. 

How will  I be assessed? 

The qualification the course leads to is the Edexcel Art and Design 

GCSE.  

ART AND DESIGN GCSE                

The Future  

You may want to pursue your Art studies post-16 

via Art and Design A Level at the Academy.  

You could then go on to do a foundation diploma or 

degree level course at college or university. 

There are numerous jobs and careers that studying 

art can open up for you. Some may be explored by 

using the QR App on your phone to read CEIAG 

flyers round school.  

 

The Unit 1 coursework portfolio element, worth 60% of the over-

all grade, culminates with a controlled assessment project begin-

ning in the Autumn term  of Year 11 and finishing in January. 

The externally set assignment, worth 40% of final marks, is dis-

tributed  to students in January of Year 11, and is then re-

searched, planned and prepared over the next three months, 

culminating in a ten hour invigilated test over two days in April.  

Both units are assessed to the same four criteria based around 

ideas development, experimentation, recording and personal 

response. 

Teaching and learning approaches 

The department employs a wide range of teaching and learning 

approaches at GCSE. These include: opportunities to view and 

analyse the work of other artists, crafts-people and designers; 

discussing research and opinions in whole class and peer group 

scenarios; use of computer-based learning, both for research and 

for image manipulation and ideas development; demonstration 

of, and practice with, a variety of techniques, materials and pro-

cesses; and  use of a variety of work presentation skills. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 
These vary from year-to-year, but usually include a trip to the 

Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art or other galleries, along-

side activities such as workshops provided by visiting artists and 

participation in competitions and community projects.  

Homework 

Independent source gathering, research and project develop-

ment is an essential part of this course.  You must be willing to 

commit yourself to all set homework; there will be one each 

week, plus an extended study task each half-term. Students will 

also need to independently develop their personal projects as 

necessary, outside of set homework time. 
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Course Background: 

This qualification is for learners aged 14-16 who wish to de-

velop applied knowledge and practical skills in enterprise and 

marketing. It is designed with both practical and theoretical 

elements, which will prepare students for further study of 

qualifications in enterprise, marketing or business.  

Course Content: 

All learners will study three mandatory topics as fol-

lows:  

1. Enterprise and marketing concepts  

2. Design a business proposal  

3. Market and pitch a business proposal  

Units of Work: 

Enterprise and marketing concepts 

The first topic underpins the wider learning in this qualifica-

tion. Learners will develop essential knowledge and under-

standing of enterprise and marketing concepts, which can be 

applied to the other units within the qualification.  

Through the first topic learners will understand the main 

activities that will need to happen to support a start-up busi-

ness, and what the key factors are to consider when starting 

up a business.  

Design a business proposal 

In the second topic, learners will develop the skills to design 
a business proposal to meet a specific business challenge. 
They will identify a customer profile for a specific product, 
complete market research to generate product design ideas, 
and use financial calculations to propose a pricing strategy 

BUSINESS STUDIES   OCR CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IN ENTERPIRSE AND MAREKTING 

and determine the viability of their product proposal.  

The knowledge and skills developed by completing this 
unit will assist learners in the third topic of this qualifica-
tion.  

Market and pitch a business proposal 

In the third topic, learners will develop the skills to cre-
ate a brand identity and promotional plan for their spe-
cific business product proposal developed in the second 
topic. They will develop pitching skills in order to pitch 
their business proposal to an external audience. Finally, 
they will review their pitching skills and business pro-
posal using their learning, self-assessment and feedback 
gathered.  

The knowledge and skills developed by completing this 
topic will be transferable to further, related learning in 
areas such as enterprise, marketing or business.  

Teaching and learning approaches 

There will be opportunities to discuss, analyse, and par-
ticipate in small, collaborative group work; develop 
presentational and interpersonal skills, including pre-
senting to small audiences; reflect and review your own 
performance and that of others; and use online materi-
als. 

Homework 
Extended research homework tasks are normally set at 
the start of each term, class teachers will then set small-
er tasks as necessary as the term progresses. 

Homework will also be centred around completing 
coursework or acting on feedback, in order to achieve 
our target grades. 

 

Assessment: 

Enterprise and marketing concepts ( 1 Hour 30 external exam) 

Design a business proposal (Coursework) 

Market and pitch a business proposal (coursework) 

The Future  

The department offers a range of post-16 qualifications, 
including Business AS/A2, Cambridge Technical Level 3 
Business. Students from Berwick Academy have been in-
spired to pursue further study of IT, computing and busi-
ness subjects at leading Universities.  
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CARE  CACHE Award    

What will I study? 

Child Development and Care is broken down into three main units: 

Unit 1 An introduction to working with children aged 0-5 years. 

Unit 2 Development and well-being 0-5 years. 

Unit 3 Child care and development 0-5 years.  

This course will give you an overview of the types of settings and local 

provision for children. You will learn how to prepare for working in 

settings and the responsibilities of early years workers. 

You will also gain an insight into your preferred learning style and de-

velop your ability to study. You will find out about how children devel-

op in overall terms of growth and development and different aspects 

of development: physical, intellectual, emotional and social and lan-

guage. 

You will be taught how to effectively observe children through a range 

of methods.  You will learn how to use this observation to assess chil-

dren’s stage of development and plan activities to extend their       

learning. 

Keeping children safe is a priority when working with children. You will 

learn how to maintain a safe, secure and hygienic environment in 

which children can develop without danger to themselves and others.  

You will be taught how to deal with accidents, emergencies and how to 

do basic first aid procedures.  You will also undertake some child pro-

tection training. 

The whole course emphasises the importance of interpersonal skills in 

childcare settings and will help you to develop your own interpersonal 

skills in preparation for  potentially working in the childcare setting. 

How will  I be assessed? 

This CACHE Award will provide you with the equivalent of  one GCSE.  

You will complete: 

 2 x internally assessed graded assessment tasks. 

 

 1 x externally assessed exam (multiple choice) 

Teaching and learning approaches 

A lot of different activities and teaching styles are used in this 

course, including case-studies, role play, visits and visiting speak-

ers.  As part of your assessment you will be required to: 

 carry out individual research 

 give presentations 

 be involved in class discussions, role plays and much 

more. 

Enrichment opportunities 

The course has been designed to give you a secure basis of 

knowledge and practical skills.  It is a qualification recognised by 

primary and nursery schools, play groups, family centres and 

many more.  You will get the chance to meet and work with pro-

fessionals from the settings. 

Homework 

Homework is set weekly and will take various forms. It could be 

research based or a stand-alone piece .   

The Future 

This is a well-recognised qualification, which allows you to work 

in a supervised capacity in the childcare and education sector in 

roles such as nursery and crèche assistants and toy library work-

ers. 

 

It provides a route to post–16 studies and could also lead to : 

 Cache Diploma in Child Care and Education at Level 3 

(which is equivalent to 3 ‘A’ Levels); 

 

 

 Health & Social Care at Advanced Level for those interest-

ed in nursing, health care, teaching and social work; 

 Other related studies at AS and A2 Level. 
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What will I study? 

Computer Science is aimed at students who wish to 

learn how to program computers and work on de-

veloping games and apps. Ability and interest in 

mathematics and/or physics would be an ad-

vantage. 

GCSE Computer Science is split up into three  units: 

Unit 1: Understanding computer science 

Unit 2: Solving problems using computers 

Unit 3: Developing computing solutions 

 

How will  I be assessed? 

45% Written examination  

30% Externally marked practical 

25% Controlled assessment 

 

Unit 1 is assessed by a traditional written examina-
tion; Unit 2 is assessed by an onscreen test; Unit 3 
is assessed by a series of practical tasks, similar to 
coursework, but which are completed in controlled 
conditions in school.  All assessments will be taken 
at the end of Year 11.  

Students taking this qualification will receive a 
GCSE in Computer Science, awarded by WJEC. 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE  GCSE                

Teaching and learning approaches 

There are opportunities to discuss, analyse, participate 
in small collaborative group work, use a range of IT 
equipment, coding tasks, and use online materials. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 

Experiences on offer include Microsoft Academy quali-

fications (delivered via after school classes), opportu-

nities to become a Student ‘Digital Leader’, mobile 

technology and programming workshops and an annu-

al departmental trip. In the past years, this has includ-

ed a visit to the London 2012 Olympic venues to dis-

cover how IT was used to help in the planning and de-

sign of the 2012 Olympic Games.  

 

Homework 

Extended research homework tasks are normally set 
at the start of each term, class teachers will then set 
smaller tasks as necessary as the term progresses. 

 

The Future  

Level 3 ICT and BTEC Business Level 3.  

The department offers a range of post-16 qualifica-
tions, including ICT AS/A2, Business AS/A2, Cambridge 
National Level 3 ICT and BTEC Business Level 3.  

There is a massive skills shortage in IT and students 

who have programming skills are always in de-
mand by employers. 

Students from Berwick Academy have been 
inspired to pursue further study of IT, compu-
ting and business subjects at leading universi-
ties.  
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What will I study? 

Visual images surround us continually, demanding our atten-

tion, giving us information or trying to make a memorable im-

pression. Graphic design covers the huge area of ways we use 

visual information to enhance our lives and the society we live 

in.   

Maps of the London underground, the logo and style of mobile 

phones, product packaging and architecture are just a few of 

the areas that the graphic designer influences. The more they 

can develop ways of communicating information and visual 

images in memorable and clear ways, the more successful they 

will be.  

In Year 10 you will be looking at how images and text are de-

signed to clearly communicate. You will be designing letter-

heads, process diagrams, scale drawings, building plans and 

packaging nets. You will be mainly experimenting with different 

drawing techniques, some free hand, some with drawing instru-

ments and some using ICT, although you will also look at the 

wider materials of plastics, woods, textiles and metals.   

You will be looking at how colour is used effectively in a range 

of contexts. You will also be using CAD software to design and 

manufacture products using vinyl cutting and laser cutting sys-

tems. 

How will I be assessed? 

In Year 11 you will design and make a project chosen from a 

range set by the exam board. This project counts for 50% of the 

final grade. Examples of projects completed by past students 

are children's books, DVD covers, point of sale display stands, 

signage etc. 

 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY GRAPHIC DESIGN ROUTE   GCSE   

 

The course is assessed in two parts: 

 a coursework project made in Year 11 worth 50%. 

 an examination sat at the end of the course worth 

50%. 

Teaching and learning approaches  

A practical approach is taken throughout the course where 

you will learn a range of designing and presentation skills 

needed to make a design successful. Some of these tech-

niques include sketching, colour work, isometric, ortho-

graphic, perspective and scale drawings, produced both 

manually and on CAD software. You will look at a range of 

commercial printing methods which allow designs to be 

mass produced in different ways.  

Enrichment opportunities  

Students will be taken on a visit to Alnwick Gardens and be 

given an insight into some of the ways the gardens are 

marketed and the graphic design of some of the products 

sold in their shop. There will also be optional technology 

visits to both London and Edinburgh during the course. 

Homework 

Students will be given one half hour written homework 

task each week during Year 10. In Year 11, homework is 

related to the coursework project and is expected to take 

a similar time allocation. 

 

 

 

 

The Future  

A successful qualification in Design and Tech-

nology will prepare you to move onto the DT A 

Level course plus higher qualifications. These 

qualifications  lead to a range of careers in 

graphic design, gaming design,  architecture, 

interior design, advertising etc. 
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What will I study? 

The results of the product designers work will be ridden in, sat up-

on, looked at, talked into, activated, operated, or in some way used 

by people individually or on mass.  The work of the designer there-

fore affects every part of our lives. Products like furniture, storage, 

and sports equipment are but a few, all of which are the product of 

design. This course is about designing and making these products 

and many more in the main material of wood, although metals plas-

tics, textiles and graphic media are also considered.  It looks at how 

professional designing is done and how products are made in large 

numbers ready to be sold in shops.

In Year 10 you will be developing your designing and making skills.  

You will be set a number of practical projects and taught how to 

make them carefully and accurately so that they not only function 

well but also look good.  Your designing and sketching skills will also 

be developed as you are taught principles of 3D drawing.  

In Year 11 you will design and make a project chosen from a range 

set by the exam board which counts for 50% of the final grade, e.g. 

cabinets, jewellery boxes, stools, lighting, pet houses, DVD storage, 

toys etc. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed in two parts:- 

1) A coursework project made in Y11      -  50% 

2) An exam sat at the end of the course  -  50% 

Full details of the specification (Design and Technology) can be 

viewed on the AQA website 

 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY PRODUCT DESIGN ROUTE             GCSE   

Teaching and learning approaches 

A practical approach is taken through out the course 

with students developing ‘hands on’ skills with a wide 

range of tooling and equipment. You will learn about 

the characteristics of a range of different materials and 

how they are worked, both in schools and in industry for 

mass production of products.  

Enrichment opportunities 

Students will be taken on a visit to Alnwick gardens and 

be given an insight into the design of the gardens and 

the products sold in their shop. There will also be op-

tional Technology visits to both London and Edinburgh 

during the course. 

Homework 

Students will be given one half hour written home work 

task each week during Y10. In Y11 home work is related 

to their coursework project and is expected to take a 

similar time allocation. 

The Future  

A successful qualification in Design and Technology will 

prepare you to move onto the DT A level course plus 

higher qualifications, leading to careers in the designing 

and engineering fields. Alternatively it can help prepare 

you to take up a practical apprenticeship in a trade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls, Girls, Girls... 

The product design profession is crying out for girls to 

bring balance to future designs of many of the products 

we use. So if you have enjoyed the work in Year 9, you 

should seriously consider taking it as an option.  
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What will I study?  

GCSE Drama is a  practical course, which will enable you to 

develop your acting skills.  

You will learn about a wide range of rehearsal and perfor-

mance techniques, including voice and movement skills. 

You will learn how to develop a character and perform in 

an acting role. You will explore ways of creating drama  

through improvisation and devising, as well as working 

with scripts .  You may also explore theatre design if you 

choose not to perform. 

You will also develop your knowledge and understanding 

of the ways drama is brought to life for an audience  

through the use of props, costumes, set and lighting.  

 

The course is made up of three units : 

Devising Drama (30% of final GCSE grade); 

Presenting and Performing Texts (30% of final GCSE grade); 

Performance and Response (40% of final GCSE grade). 

 

How will  I be assessed? 
Students devise a piece based on a choice of stimulus. 

Students perform an extract from an existing play 

Performance and Response sees learners studying a set 

text, explaining it practically and completing a written ex-

amination. They will also watch and review a live perfor-

mance as part of this unit.  

 

DRAMA  GCSE               

Teaching and learning approaches 

Lessons have a practical workshop focus; it is very rare for 

you to be sitting at a desk for long!  You will work individu-

ally and in groups on various tasks such as skills develop- 

ment exercises, rehearsals, discussions, presentations . You 

will keep a record of your learning in a personal working 

record, which is assessed alongside your practical work. 

Enrichment opportunities 

There are various opportunities to get involved in extra 

curricular drama activities, including the Berwick Academy 

Youth Theatre. Several theatre trips are also organised 

throughout the year; recently  we have been to see produc-

tions in Edinburgh, Newcastle and London as well as The 

Maltings of course!  

 

Homework 
Homework tasks will include independent learning such as 

research projects, learning lines in preparation for perfor-

mances, written reports and evaluations, reading scripts 

and preparing presentations.  

 

The Future  

After successfully completing a GCSE in Drama, you will be 

able to progress to a Level 3 course such as  a BTEC National 

in Performing Arts or A Level Drama and Theatre Studies. 

You could then apply to go on to study Drama or Perform-

ing Arts at  college, university or drama school. 

Some of the jobs or careers that studying Drama and Thea-

tre can open up for you may be explored by using the QR 

App on your phone to read CEIAG flyers round school.  

.  
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What will I study? 
You will learn about the massive impact engineering has on 

daily life and look into the specific areas of mechanical, auto-

motive, aeronautical, marine, telecommunications, electronic, 

computing and civil engineering. You will learn what is involved 

in designing engineered products and how they are developed, 

manufactured and tested. 

You will be taken through a number of set practical experiences 

which will develop your understanding of engineering manufac-

turing in the workshop. You will visit local engineering compa-

nies gaining insights into the real world of work and look at real 

engineering solutions. You will gain engineering skills by manu-

facturing a variety of projects mainly in metals by learning to 

follow and interpret engineering drawings and production spec-

ifications. You will also look at the theoretical background which 

underpins a wide variety of engineering branches. 

How will  I be assessed? 

The qualification requires students to complete 3 units to 

achieve a grading of either pass, merit, distinction or distinc-

tion* 

Unit 1  - The Engineered world  -  25% 

This unit looks at a range of engineering sectors, materials and 

manufacturing methods. It is externally assessed with an exami-

nation. 

Unit 2  - Investigating an Engineering Product  - 25% 

This unit allows students to look in depth at the decisions of 

professional engineers when designing and manufacturing a 

product. Students generate a written report based on their re-

search. 

BTEC Engineering  GCSE (single award)          

 

Unit 3  -  Machining techniques  -  50% 

This unit develops practical skills and understanding in a 

range of machining and manufacturing techniques. Stu-

dents manufacture a number of projects and produce a 

report which documents their understanding of the pro-

cesses used. 

Teaching and learning approaches 

A practical approach is taken through out the course. Stu-

dents will be given ‘hands on’ activities using both manual 

tools and machine based activities in order to develop 

pupil’s  skills and understanding of the engineering world. 

Small manufacturing projects will be used to embed and  

reinforce the theory knowledge that is delivered. 

Homework 

Students will be given one half hour written home work 

task each week during Y10, this homework is designed to 

reinforce and further embed pupil’s understanding of the-

ory topics that are taught. In Y11 homework is directly 

related to their coursework and is expected to take a simi-

lar time allocation. 

 

The future 

On completion, learners will have achieved a recognised 

qualification and will be in a stronger position to decide 

between their progression options.  

 

They will be able to move onto the Product 

Design A Level course, study Engineering at 

College, or progress directly into employ-

ment through an apprenticeship.  

A solid BTEC Engineering qualification can 

lead to a range of careers in designing as 

well as providing a clear route into many 

engineering fields including electronic, me-

chanical, aviation, automotive, civil, marine, 

etc. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE - AQA (8700) 

What will I study? 

You will read and understand a range of non-fiction 

texts, identifying the writers’ crafts and then trans-

ferring these skills into your own writing to suit a 

range of genres, audiences and purposes. 

Texts will be drawn from a wide range of non-fiction 

genres, including media sources (with images, and/or 

other presentational devices), and literary non-

fiction (such as travelogues and biographies).  

This GCSE will enable students of all abilities to de-

velop the skills needed to read, understand and ana-

lyse a wide range of different texts from the 19th, 

20th and 21st century time periods, as well as to 

write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range 

of vocabulary and sentence structures. 

How will  I be assessed? 

Exam: 100% 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

looks at how writers use narrative and descriptive tech-

niques to engage the interest of readers.  

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 

looks at how different writers present a similar topic over 
time. 

NEA (non-examined  assessment):  students will be 

expected plan and deliver a presentation.  They will be 

awarded a separate grade but it is part of the English Lan-

guage programme. 

Teaching and learning approaches 

A variety of teaching and learning methods 

will be employed. You will find your English 

lessons enjoyable and challenging. 

We will encourage you to become an effec-

tive independent learner. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 

You will have the opportunity to be involved 

with the following extra curricular activities: 

 Creative Writing Club 

 A variety of trips and visits 

 

Homework 

You will be expected to meet strict homework 

deadlines and  produce good quality home-

work.  You will need to adopt an independent 

approach to your English studies and read 

regularly for pleasure. 

 

 

 

The Future  

There is a wide choice of educational and career 

paths that build upon success at GCSE in this sub-

ject area. These include studying English Lan-

guage or English Literature at A Level and be-

yond. English also combines well with most sub-

jects, especially history and most of the humanity 

subjects. Career options post-16 include work in 

publishing, advertising, law, media and teaching. 
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What will I study? 

You will be exposed to a variety of literary texts ranging from  

Shakespeare to modern day poetry. All texts will have relevance 

and will hopefully inspire you to read more widely and enrich 

your life. 

How will  I be assessed? 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

Assessed by written exam - 1 hour 45 minutes, worth 64 marks -  

40% of GCSE. 

Questions: 

Section A - Shakespeare 

You will answer one question on the play of choice. You will 

be required to write in detail about an extract from the play and 

then to write about the play as a whole. 

Section B - The 19th-century novel.  

You will answer one question on the novel of choice. You will be 

required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and 

then to write about the novel as a whole. 

 

Paper 2: Modern texts, Poetry, Unseen poetry 

How it's assessed: 

One written exam, 2 hour 15 minutes, worth 96 marks - 60% 

of GCSE. 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE - AQA (8702)
 

Section A Modern texts: you will answer one essay 

question from a choice of two on your studied mod-

ern prose or drama text. 

Section B Poetry: you will answer one comparative 

question on one named poem printed on the paper 

and one other poem from your chosen anthology 

cluster. 

Section C Unseen poetry: You will answer one ques-
tion on one unseen poem and one question compar-
ing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

 

Teaching and learning approaches 

A variety of teaching and learning methods will be 

employed. You will find your English lessons enjoya-

ble and challenging. 

We will encourage you to become an effective inde-

pendent learner. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 

You will have the opportunity to be involved with 

the following extra curricular activities: 

 Creative Writing club 

 A variety of trips and visits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework 

You will be expected to meet strict homework deadlines 

and  produce good quality homework. You will be ex-

pected to adopt an independent approach to your Eng-

lish studies 

The Future  

There is a wide choice of educational and career paths 

that build upon success at GCSE in this subject area. 

These include studying English Literature or English Lan-

guage at A Level and beyond. English also combines well 

with most subjects, especially history and most of the 

humanity subjects. Career options post-16, include work 

in publishing, advertising, law, media and teaching. 
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What will I study? 

The Food Technology Department aims to develop your knowledge 
and skills through studying a range of different topics.  You will also 
have the chance to carry out a variety of practical investigations. 

You will study : 

Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry. 

You will learn about different types of catering establishment and job 
roles. You will apply your learning in relation to front of house and 
kitchens operations to determine how catering provisions can ensure 
that they operate efficiently, legally  and financially viably whist 
meeting the needs of their potential  market.  

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action. 

You  will apply your knowledge to safely prepare, cook and present 
nutritional dishes. The content of this unit is relevant not only to em-
ployees within food production, but also those with responsibility for 
food safety in the industry, nutritionists and managers and owners. 
This extends the students appreciation of the whole vocational area 
beyond the kitchen environment. 

How will  I be assessed? 

This course will provide you with a BTEC in Food Preparation and  

hospitality  You will complete two main types of assessment. 

One Internally assessed unit  

 which is assessed through assignments, projects and role plays. 

One Externally assessed unit 

 Which is an online exam 

 The exam is 1hour 30 mins  

 It assesses students’ knowledge of Unit 1. 

Teaching and learning approaches 

Strategies include : 

 practical work, using food-tasting and testing; 

 use of surveys, questionnaires, the internet and ICT 

FOOD Hospitality and Catering BTEC         

 study of the theoretical aspects of the topics mentioned 
above.   

You will learn how to: 

 prepare food suitable for a variety of home and family 

situations; 

 explore and investigate food; 

 carry out individual research; 

 apply the skills learned in coursework to the examination 

paper. 

Enrichment opportunities 

People whose work involves food have special responsibilities for 

safeguarding the health of customers.        

They must ensure that the food they handle does not cause ill-

ness, injury or any other problem.  There are many laws regu-

lating the production and sale of food.  This course concentrates 

on the basic principles of good practice that are involved in han-

dling food safely at work. 

Topics include: microbiology and illness; contamination and pre-

vention of illness; personal hygiene; cleaning and disinfection; 

food pests; premises and equipment; and food safety and con-

trol. 

Pupils will get the chance to show case their skills at school 

events. 

Homework 

Homework is set weekly and will take various forms; it could be 

research based or a stand alone piece or preparation for practical 

work.  

There are also a range of tasks and resources to help with home-

work on resources and Show My Homework 

 

The Future 

There are good opportunities for skilled people to work in 

the  

food industry in product development, manufacturing, retail-

ing and hotel and catering management, teaching, consumer 

services, as a sport dietician or nutritionist, or in marketing. 

Such people need to be flexible, good communicators, willing 

to work in teams, and be computer literate. 
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What will I study? 

French is one of the most widely spoken languages in the European Union, 

and, in Europe and Africa taken together, more people speak it than speak 

English. There is a shortage of French speakers in the UK and people who 

can speak French are in high demand by employers. 

By learning a language, you develop awareness of another culture and  

customs; you learn to think on your feet; you find out more about your 

own language by comparing it with French; and you improve your commu-

nication strategies and skills in French and English. 

You will learn : 

 a wide range of grammar to allow you to communicate facts, opin-

ions and beliefs; 

 how to cope in French with different real life situations; 

 about identity and culture, including relationships, culture and 

customs in French-speaking countries; 

 about local and global issues including the environment; 

 about education and employment. 

How will  I be assessed? 

There are four exams taken at the end of Year 11.   

 In the listening exam you will hear short passages of spoken French 

and you will answer a range of questions in English and French.   

 In the reading exam, you will have a range of written French texts 

to read and you will show your understanding of them by carrying 

out varied tasks including true/false questions, matching symbols 

to texts and a short translation. 

 The speaking exam includes a discussion in French about a range of 

topics that you have studied at GCSE. You will discuss a picture and 

take part in a role play conversation. 

 In the writing exam you will write two short texts in French on 

topics that you have studied and you will translate a short text 

from English into French. 

FRENCH  GCSE                

Teaching and learning approaches 

All French lessons will blend the four skills areas of listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. This means that there will be 

regular opportunities to discuss and collaborate with other stu-

dents in games, challenges and role-plays. 

If you choose French, you will be encouraged to develop your 

own strategy for independent learning, through tasks matched 

to your own abilities, using dictionaries, reference materials and 

the internet.  

You will be taught about the best techniques for obtaining good 

exam marks and how to match your skills to the exam questions 

you will meet at the end of the course. 

Enrichment opportunities 

We will bring Francophone culture to your classroom through 

music, video, food and topical cultural events. 

You will also get information about how to access French televi-

sion, websites and music so you can explore your  

interests. 

Homework 

Homework is set weekly and is a very important part of the 

course. Regular revision of vocabulary will be at the core of your 

homework. In addition, you will have a range of  listening, read-

ing and writing tasks to complete. 

The Future  

A GCSE in French, combined with other subjects, will open 

doors that you never dreamt possible. 

You will have a wider outlook on the range of subjects you could 

take at A Level. You can combine your language studies with 

many other subjects to qualify for better jobs in business, the 

law and commercial careers, academic jobs, and the tourism and 

hospitality industries.  

 

 

You can combine your language knowledge with science sub-

jects to pursue qualifications in environmental sciences, biolo-

gy, physics and engineering, and be certain that a much wider 

range of career options will be available to candidates who 

can work in more than one language. If you want to move 

straight to work, your options for getting employment are 

wider because you have some French.  

A minority of people in England can speak more than one 

language. Many British companies survive and thrive by ex-

ploiting foreign markets and need foreign language speaking 

workers, and, of course, you can also use your English in a 

foreign company, especially if you speak their language, be-

cause they won't have to speak yours.  
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What will I study? 

Geography is ideal as a subject for those interested in the world 

and its people. It links well to almost any combination of sub-

jects and will thus help to keep your options open in the future. 

The course is split into four parts: human, physical, skills and 

applications. Each part consists of different topics, some of 

which you will have already studied during Year 9. 

 

How will  I be assessed? 

This is a single GCSE qualification and follows the AQA specifica-

tion. 

Assessment takes place at the end of Year 11 and involves three 

written exams: 

 Paper 1 (Living with the physical environment) 

 Paper 2 (Challenge in the human environment) 

 Paper 3 (Geographical applications) 

 

You will also sit regular mini-tests and unit assessments which 

will enable us to identify your strengths and weaknesses so that 

we can target support. 

Enrichment opportunities 

in Year 10, you will have opportunities to participate in field-

work activities. You may also be visited by outside speakers and 

university students or make visits to universities and local busi-

nesses. 

 

GEOGRAPHY  GCSE                

Teaching and learning approaches 

Everyone learns differently, so in geography you will have 

the opportunity to engage in lots of different types of learn-

ing experiences. These may include primary and secondary 

data collection, map and satellite image interpretation, con-

structing and analysing graphs and statistics, drawing sketch 

maps, personal research, note-taking, reading, watching 

clips and DVDs or problem solving. 

There will be times when you will be expected to make and 

justify decisions and you will get some initial experiences 

with GIS (Geographical Information Systems). 

Sometimes you will need to work independently, but you 

will also need to work with others. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an important part of the course. Tasks often 

require research to expand your understanding of a bank of 

case studies, an essential feature of good examination an-

swers, alongside revision for tests and assessments. Take 

away homework will also be part of the package. 

 

The Future 

Geography is available as an A level course in the Sixth 

Form. Many students have a preference for either human or 

physical topics and although both have to be studied, you 

can follow your own interests in the Year 13 coursework 

project.  

Most years see students progress to university to study ge-

ography or related subjects, where degrees may focus on 

the scientific or the human aspects of this subject. 

Statistics show that geography graduates go into a 

wider range of jobs than students of any other degree. 
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What will I study?  
 

This is an ideal course for anyone interested in working in any 

of the health and social care services. It is designed to provide a 

foundation for training, leading to employment and for further 

or higher education in a variety of fields  All the topics you will 

learn about relate to the skills and knowledge you will need in 

the workplace.   

 

 Component 1: Human lifespan development.  

 Component 2 : Health and social care services and values 

 Component 3: Health and well-being  

 

How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed in two different ways. Components 1 

and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. This 

means that you will be given an assignment by your 

teacher .  

Component 3 is externally assessed. This will be a task set 

and marked by Pearson. You will have a set time to com-

plete this and is assesses learning from components 1 and 

2. 

Teaching and learning approaches 

We use a variety of teaching techniques in health and social 

care including videos, case studies, role-plays, visits and visiting 

speakers.  You will be involved in carrying out : 

 

 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  BTEC Technical Award     

 Investigations; 

 Presentations; 

 Production of posters, photographs, leaflets and 

media articles; 

 Classroom discussions; 

 Brainstorms and mind mapping exercises. 

Enrichment opportunities 

Where possible, we invite healthcare professionals into 

school to work with students. There may be opportunities 

to visit settings.  There are opportunities to undertake first 

aid and related qualifications. 

Homework 

Homework is set weekly and will take various forms; it 

could be research based or a stand-alone piece.   

The Future 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Health and Social Care pro-

vides a route from KS3 to post-16 studies.  It could lead to 

studying : 

 BTEC Health & Social Care at Level 3 for those in-

terested in nursing, teaching or social work. 

 Other related studies at AS and A2 level. 

 CACHE Diploma in Child Care and Education at 

level 3, which is ideal for students interested in a 

career working with children or primary teaching. 
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What will I study? 

 

The study of history has been described as detective 

work; piecing together evidence from the past to 

create as accurate a picture as possible about the 

time being studied. It is also about helping us under-

stand why our world is the way it is today.  

During the course you will study different aspects of 

British and world history from the Middle Ages until 

the 21st Century. The examination course is OCR 

History B (Schools History Project). 

 

How will  I be assessed?  

You will be assessed through three final examination 

papers at the end of Year 11. 

Paper one is based on a thematic study of the Peo-

ple’s Health (1250-2000) and an in-depth study on 

The Elizabethans (1580-1603). 

Paper two involves a site study based on looking at  

the walls at Berwick. 

Paper three is based on the period study of America 

(1789-1900), and living under Nazi Rule (1933-1945). 

 

 

 

HISTORY  GCSE                

Teaching and learning approaches 

 

There will be opportunities for you to investi-

gate events and major personalities using 

original sources. You will study a variety of 

evidence and learn how to evaluate and ana-

lyse. You will increase your ability to use 

thinking and reasoning skills. 

 

Homework 

Homework is set on a regular basis. There 

are half-termly  assessments that require re-

vision. Other assignments are stand-alone 

pieces, which take a variety of different 

forms. 

 

The Future  

History leads on to A level and higher educa-

tion. It helps people follow careers in edu-

cation, librarianship, archivism, law, jour-

nalism, administration and management. 
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What will I study? 

The BTEC First Award in Information and Creative Technology 

provides students with an engaging and stimulating introduc-
tion to the fundamentals of information technology. Students 
will have the opportunity to gain the practical and creative 
skills, knowledge and understanding building from their own 
experiences of technology and by carrying out projects. They 
will have the opportunity through optional units to extend 
this learning further to create, test and review digital prod-
ucts, or develop, test and review websites and databases.  
 
The BTEC First Award in ICT consists of two compulsory units 
and two optional units: 
 
Unit 1:  ‘The Online World’ 

This compulsory unit starts with students’ own experiences 

and quickly extends to online services and the technology 

that supports them.  The unit is externally assessed through 

an onscreen examination.  

Unit 3: ‘A Digital Portfolio’ 

This compulsory unit gives students the opportunity to de-

sign, create, test and review a project.   

The optional units reflect the breadth of opportunity within 
the IT sector.  The two optional units you will study are  

Unit 5: ‘Creating Digital Audio’  
 
You will learn about the features of audio products and the 
processes involved in creating them, culminating in the crea-
tion of two audio products eg a radio advert and podcast. 
 
Unit 6: ‘Creating Digital Graphics’  
 
You will learn about the design and development of digital 
graphic products, culminating in the creation of two graphic 
products eg a user guide and advert. 
 

ICT  BTEC First Award                

How will  I be assessed? 

Unit 1 consists of an externally assessed onscreen examina-
tion. 

The remaining units are assessed through ongoing course-
work. 

Students successfully completing this qualification will re-
ceive a BTEC First Award which is equivalent to one GCSE. 

 

Teaching and learning approaches 

This course provides opportunities to discuss, analyse, par-
ticipate in small collaborative group work, use a range of IT 
equipment,  learn new software packages and use online 
materials. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 

Experiences on offer include opportunities to become a 
Student ‘Digital Leader’, mobile technology workshops and 
occasional departmental trips (a previous trip was a visit to 
the London 2012 Olympic venues and discover how IT was 
used to help in the planning and design of the 2012 Olympic 
Games.  Future plans include the National Media Museum 
and The National Museum of Computing). 

 

Homework 

Extended research homework tasks are normally set at the 
start of each term; class teachers will set smaller tasks as 
necessary as the term progresses. 

The BTEC course is based on absolute deadlines so students 
can also set their own homeworks to ensure that tasks are 
completed on time and up to the required standard. 

 

 

The Future  

IT skills are always sought after by employers. Stu-
dents from Berwick Academy have been inspired 
to pursue further study of IT, computing and busi-
ness subjects at leading universities.  
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What will I study? 

Mathematics is involved in nearly every aspect of your 

life; confidence using it will help you to succeed in what-

ever you choose to do.  As you follow the course, you will 

build on skills, knowledge and understanding you already 

have in mathematics and apply these skills in solving 

many practical problems.  

 

How will  I be assessed? 

All mathematics courses are examined by terminal assess-

ment.  Consequently, the work you study from Year 9 to 

Year 11 will be tested in  June of Year 11.   

It is likely that we will follow either the OCR linear or 

Edexcel linear specification. Both have calculator and non-

calculator  sections with 100% of the assessment being 

through examination; there are no coursework or con-

trolled assessment tasks.  

The examinations can be sat at Foundation and Higher 

levels. Foundation level covers grades 1 to 5 and Higher 

level covers grades 4 to 9.  Your level of entry will be de-

cided by your class teacher.  

 

Teaching and learning approaches 

A variety of teaching and learning approaches are used. 

Techniques for effective independent learning are investi-

gated and tailored to individual students. 

 

 

MATHS  GCSE                

Enrichment opportunities 

Students will be invited to take part in the national 

Intermediate Mathematics Challenge in Year 10 and 

11. 

‘Real life’ maths is explored through problem solving 

activities  and rich tasks ensuring a level of mastery is 

achieved. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an essential part of achieving success at 

GCSE.  As all topics studied from Year 9 to Year 11 

will be tested in the final exam, it is essential that 

students maintain progress, regularly reviewing their 

work and revising for all internal assessments. Home-

work will be used to support this process; students 

will be introduced to ‘little and often’ homework 

which encourages independent learning, study skills 

and extended learning through wider reading 

The Future 

The study of mathematics can lead to a variety of ex-

citing professional careers. Basic research, engineer-

ing, finance, business and government service are 

among the opportunities open to those with mathe-

matical training. Moreover, with the increasing im-

portance of basic science and IT, prospects for ca-

reers in the mathematical sciences are very good. 

Mathematical analysis and computational modelling 

are important for solving the most pressing problems 

of our time: new energy resources, climate change, 

risk management to name but a few. 

 

‘The science of pure mathematics  

may claim to be the most original  

creation of the human spirit…’ 

Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947) 
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What will I study? 

The music department aims to give you the chance to 

gain a nationally recognised GCSE qualification provided 

by AQA. You will have the opportunity to develop a range 

of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attitudes 

essential for successful performance in working life.  

The syllabus requires students to develop their perform-

ing skills as a soloist and as part of a group.  

Entry requirements  

Entry re-quirements for this course are ideally at grade 5 

or above.  

During the course you will complete four units:  

Unit 1: Listening to and appraising music  

Unit 2: Composing and appraising music  

Unit 3: Performing music  

Unit 4: Composing music  

 

How will I be assessed?  

AO1 Understanding Music (40%)  

AO2 Composing and Appraising Music (30%)  

AO3 Performing Music (30%)  

 

MUSIC GCSE                

Teaching and learning approaches  

A variety of teaching and learning approaches pro-

vide opportunities for students to demonstrate their 

knowledge, skills and understanding in a way that 

suits them best.  

 

Homework  

Regular and relevant homework will be set. In addi-

tion, students are expected to complete and keep a 

record of daily practice sessions.  

 

Enrichment opportunities  

Enrichment opportunities include the opportunity to 

perform at events such as coffee mornings, The Xmas 

Factor, charity performances and termly music & po-

etry evenings and there are singing and instrumental 

roles in the annual school musical.  

 

The Future  

GCSE Music provides a solid foundation for Sixth 

Form Music courses as well as preparation for a mu-

sic related career.  
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What will I study? 

In Years 10 and 11, you will refine and build upon the 

skills and knowledge you developed in Year 9.  You 

will develop your tactical awareness, spending more 

time in the game situation and undertaking different 

roles, for example that of a performer, coach and 

official. 

How will  I be assessed? 

Although there is no formal assessment in Key stage 

4 physical education, your teacher will give you infor-

mation about your performance in the practical ac-

tivities. Furthermore, your fitness levels will be as-

sessed and you will be given information about fit-

ness targets. 

Teaching and learning approaches 

You will be taught in a number of different styles and 

experience different ways of learning. In the Fitness 

Suite you will build and carry out an individual fitness 

circuit for a sport of your choice.  In game sports you 

will experience both small-sided games and the full 

version of the games, refereeing, coaching and work-

ing with other members of your class.   

In health related fitness you will find out how to im-

prove your fitness, test your own and others’ fitness 

levels and discover why maintaining fitness levels are 

important for a high quality of life.  In Year 10, there 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Core             

will be the opportunity to gain a Level 2 award 

in Sports Leadership. 

In Year 11, you will select activities of your 

choice.  You will spend a longer period of time 

on those sports in order to develop a more in-

depth understanding, knowledge and a higher 

level of skill. Tactics, strategies and under-

standing of the sport/activity will also be devel-

oped to a much higher standard.   

 

Enrichment opportunities 

The PE department offer a wide range of extra-

curricular activities throughout the year. A pro-

gramme of what is available is released every 

term.  There are opportunities to use the Fit-

ness Suite, participate in games practices, and 

compete for the Academy in a variety of sports 

including: hockey, football, rugby, netball, ath-

letics and badminton and many more. 

 

The Future  

understanding of numerous sports and physi-

cal activities, that you develop good sporting 

attitudes e.g. the importance of fair 

play and sportsmanship and that you 

have the confidence, ability and inter-

est to continue to participate in sport 

after you leave school. 
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What will I study? 

You will study BTEC Sport through scenario situations during 

the course, learning about different topic areas and develop-

ing skills that are relevant within the sports industry.  

You will need to show both interest and ability in the theory 

of sports as well as having a keen interest in sporting activities 

and have a good participation record as well as regularly 

bringing correct kit to all lessons.   

You still study the theory aspect of Sport and physical activity 

through four different  units. 

There are four units two which are externally assessed and 
two internally assessed.   

 

Core Units 

Unit 1. External assessment- Online exam (25%) 

Unit 2. Internal assessment- assignment and practical tasks 
(25%) 

Optional units 

- Unit 5. Internal assessment- assignment and practical tasks 
(25%) 

- Unit 6. Internal assessment- assignment and practical tasks 
(25%) 

How will  I be assessed? 

In BTEC Sport you will be assessed through external and theo-

retical assignments based tasks linking to the  scenario situa-

tions.  These will be completed in a number of different forms 

ranging from power point presentations, investigations, 

written reports, presentations and some practical demonstra-

tions. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  BTEC               

Teaching and learning approaches 

The course is a theory based course and will be taught 

through mainly classroom lessons with some elements of 

practical investigations and assessment where necessary or 

relevant. 

Enrichment opportunities 

The PE department offer a wide range of extra-curricular 

activities throughout the year.  A programme of what is 

available is released every term.  There are opportunities 

to use the Fitness Suite participate in games practices and 

compete for The Academy in a variety of sports including: 

hockey, football, rugby, netball, athletics and badminton. 

Homework 

A variety of homework tasks will be set from research to 

worksheet booklets; completion of these is an integral part 

of the course. 

The Future  

BTEC lays an appropriate foundation for further study of 

physical education related subjects. In addition, it provides 

a worthwhile course in terms of general education and 

lifelong learning. BTEC PE also provides progression to post

–16 studies, at GCE AS and A2 Level. 
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What will I study? 

Your GCSE Science lessons carry on from the work you have 
already done in Key Stage 3.  You will, at the end of two years, 
achieve two GCSE’s in science.   

The GCSE course is split internally into topics that cover biology, 
chemistry and physics. Some of the topics you will be studying 
in GCSE Combined Science are listed below: 

 Cell Biology 

 Infection and Response 

 Evolution 

 Ecology 

 Atomic structure 

 Bonding 

 Rates of reactions 

 Organic Chemistry 

  

How will  I be assessed? 

There will be six exams in the summer of year 11: two exams 
for biology, two for chemistry and two for physics. Each exam 
lasts 1 hour and 15 minutes, and carries 70 marks.  Each paper 
contributes equally to the final overall grade. Be aware that the 
GCSE grading is changing, so grades will range from 1 to 9 (with 
9 being the best).  

 

There is no longer an internally assessed coursework unit  - in-
stead there are core practicals completed during the course. 
You will be examined on your understanding of this investiga-
tive wor - the exam papers will have questions based on this 
content. 

 

 

SCIENCE GCSE                

Teaching and learning approaches 

You will be taught using a variety of techniques, including 

modelling, practical work, note taking, discussion, presen-

tations and role play. You will be assessed regularly on 

your work and will be expected to revise for these tests. If 

you do not meet your minimum target grade, then you will 

have additional work to complete in order to help you. 

Enrichment opportunities 

There are opportunities to go on trips to various universi-

ties and workshops at the Centre for Life in Newcastle-

upon-Tyne. 

Homework  

Students will be set homework regularly; this may include 

online activities through Kerboodle or GCSEpod.com.  

The Future  

The combined science courses lead to qualifications worth 

two GCSE grades and the options open to you will de-

pend on the results achieved and your own interests.  Your 

teacher will be able to help you select the appropriate 

course. 

You may wish to study a GCE AS or A level in Biology, 

Chemistry or Physics.  Alternatively, you may wish to con-

sider studying science in a more vocational context such as 

a vocational BTEC National Applied Science or Health and 

Social Care.  In addition, there are many openings in sci-

ence-based courses such as BTEC qualifications for animal 

nursing, dental technology or electronics at college. 

 

There are many jobs and careers that build on from a 

GCSE science qualification, such as all areas of medi-

cine, dentistry, pharmacy, environmental studies, 

teaching, engineering and computing. 

 

 

 


