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March 2020 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 

 
As Government guidance now suggests schools are to close to large numbers of students, we have the following 
plans in place to continue to support those children learning at home from Monday 23rd March: 
  
Communication 
For all students and classes, Show My Homework will be the vehicle to communicate with students and parents 
about tasks set or work to be completed. In some cases, this may be to point students towards an alternative 
messaging source where practice is already embedded e.g. school email addresses. No communication will happen 
via any form of video messaging or over the telephone. 
  
Students in Y13 and Y11 will also be provided with hard copy study packs to bring home to support their work and 
revision as they move towards A Level and GCSE exams. Where specific communication strategies are needed, for 
example Post 16 EPQ presentations, class teachers will make arrangements for these and let students know what is 
required. 
  
Recording Work 
Post 16 students will continue to work in their own notebooks and folders as they currently do. 
  
Y11 students are expected to complete set work in relevant exercise books or class folders, provision will be made in 
the event of closure to get all exercise books to students before they leave school. Consideration will be made as to 
whether books for students not at school on any day of closure can be collected or delivered. 
  
Y10 and Y9 students will be given a ‘clean’ exercise book to take home alongside their yellow maths homework 
book. All work set during any closure is expected to be completed in these books and they should be brought back 
into school on reopening so staff can review student work. 
  
Setting Work 
Work will be issued by teachers via Show My Homework on a daily basis and therefore should be available to your 
child each morning when they log-in. 
  
Tasks 
One task will be set by each subject for each timetabled study session, although some tasks may run across more 
than one day or session. All tasks will be set with a guided time limit of one hour on Show My Homework, but it is 
acknowledged the length of time needed to complete a task will vary by student. Students will receive a notification 
on Show My Homework explaining new or continued tasks every day and for all timetabled study sessions 
throughout any closure. Tasks will be simply worded, with easy to follow instructions and any relevant resources 
attached or clearly signposted, to hopefully minimise the need for you or child to ask questions. Some subjects may 
direct students to alternative resource points e.g. already established folders in the student resource drive, this will 
also be communicated via Show My Homework. 
  
Some subjects will continue to try and set specific coursework completion or exam preparation tasks (especially for 
Y11 and Y13 students), whilst others will look to utilise broader retrieval practices and revision strategies to 
consolidate prior learning. The aim at this stage is not to try and remotely teach new content, but to strengthen 
existing learning. However, in the event of any long term closures this may change as guidance and the national 
picture becomes clearer. 
  
Staff have also been given the guidance that if tasks require students to write or take notes they can be done by 
hand and completed in exercise books or folders to minimise pressure on resources at home e.g. paper or printing.  
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Should they want to complete more than the allocated tasks, students will also have access to a ‘further study 
document’ via Show My Homework or the school website. This is an additional list of websites and resource banks 
where further study or revision can be undertaken at your own or your child’s discretion. 
  
Feedback 
We do not intend that students will receive remote feedback on tasks they complete. Opportunities will be provided 
for work to be reviewed and discussed once school reopens. Greater dialogue and feedback may take place with Y13 
and Y11 students completing coursework; this will be reflective of teacher availability and their respective cohorts. 
  
If your child does have questions about their work, they may choose to message their teachers via Show My 
Homework, and where possible staff will try and check in with their messages once per day and respond if 
appropriate. Whole class or year group feedback facilitating FAQs may be shared via Show My Homework. 
  
Lower School Programme 
Timetables for students in Y9-11 will be simplified to three study sessions per day, plus one core PE task set at the 
start of each week. This decision is based on research that suggests students working either online or independently 
will not be able to maintain the focus associated with a traditional five lesson day in school. A reduction in study 
sessions is also mindful that there may be a need for shared resources or devices for students with siblings studying 
at home also. 
  
Year groups will use the following daily patterns. Year 9 and 10 will also receive one core PE task at the start of each 
week. 
  

Year 9 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Study session 1 English 
Core 
PE 

History Maths Geography Science 

Study session 2 Maths Technology Science French English 

Study session 3 Science Music English Art Maths 

  
 

Year 10 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Study session 1 Maths 
Core 
PE 

Option A Science Option C English 

Study session 2 Science Option B English Option B Maths 

Study session 3 English Option C Maths Option A Science 

  
Option A = 10A Computing, Geography, History, Health and Social Care, Music, Product Design 
Option B = 10B Engineering, French, Geography, Graphics, History, Sport Studies 
Option C = 10C Art, Business, Engineering, Food, History, Product Design 
  

Year 11 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Study session 1 Science Option A English Option C Maths 

Study session 2 English Option B Maths Option B Science 

Study session 3 Maths Option C Science Option A English 

  
Option A = 11A Business, Engineering, Graphics, History, Home Economics, Sport Studies, Triple Science 
Option B = 11B Art, Child Development, Engineering, Geography, History, ICT, Music, Product Design 
Option C = 11C Computing, French, Geography, History, Health and Social, Perf Arts, Product Design, Sport Studies 
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Post 16 Programme 
Post 16 students will follow their normal timetables. Staff will allocate work via Show My Homework on each day 
they have a lesson with Year 12 or Year 13 students. 
  
Independent Study 
As it would be if school was running as normal, there is an expectation that during any closure students in Year 13 
and Year 11 will supplement any work set via Show My Homework with independent study, wider reading and 
revision.  
  
Support 
Should you or your child require any technical support or help with logging in to Show My Homework or their 
passwords, an online help desk will be available Monday to Friday between 8.00am and 4.00pm to answer any 
queries or reset passwords. Student or parent requests for support should be directed to 
remoteithelp@berwickacademy.co.uk 
  
As I’m sure you will appreciate, the amount of work that needs to go into providing a remote learning solution for 
large numbers of students does not come without challenges. However, we hope that our planned strategy and the 
information above is supportive and will enable you to help your child to continue to access learning whilst the 
school is closed. 
  
Finally, please can we work together to encourage Y11 and Y13 students to complete all GCSE or A Level 
coursework and keep trying hard with revision and their learning. Whilst recent announcements suggest there 
may be significant changes to how GCSE and A Level qualifications are awarded this summer, and there may no 
exams at all this year, lots of the content students have been studying will be necessary or useful in supporting 
the next stage of their education or employment. 

 
We do appreciate the potential for upset, and how unsettling these changes and the amount of uncertainty will 
be for students who were up until yesterday preparing alongside staff for key exams, and we will do all we can to 
provide clarity as soon as we get it. Further information will no doubt be shared in the coming days, but in the 
meantime we strongly advise all students to keep up their efforts and continue working hard.  
  
As things change and if we need to amend our plans to support remote learning and revision we will continue to 
update you and communicate via normal school channels. 
  
Thank you once again for your understanding and support and I wish you all well over the next weeks. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
  
Mrs Tracy Hush 
Headteacher 
 


