
 
 

 

  New Year 9 Transition Activity 

NASA's Opportunity rover spent almost 15 years exploring the surface 
of Mars.  For more than a decade, Opportunity explored the surface of 
Mars.  Its data helped to unveil that Mars’ ancient past as a wet, 
potentially habitable planet, and revealing uncharted Martian 
landscapes. The Rover stopped communicating with Earth when a severe 
Mars-wide dust storm blanketed its location in June 2018. 
 
Designed to last just 90 Martian days and travel only 1,000 metres, 
Opportunity vastly surpassed all expectations in its endurance, 
scientific value and longevity. In addition to exceeding its life 
expectancy by 60 times, the rover traveled more than 28 miles by the 
time it reached its most appropriate final resting spot on Mars – 
Perseverance Valley. 
 
In their final transition to the rover Nasa movingly chose to send a 
recording of the song ‘I’ll be seeing you’ by Billie Holiday. 

Life on Mars? 

The film Wall-E was inspired by 
the Rover. 

I'll be seeing you 
In all the old familiar places 
That this heart of mine embraces 
All day and through 
 
In that small cafe 
The park across the way 
The children's carousel 
The chestnut trees, the wishing 
well 
 
I'll be seeing you 
In every lovely summer's day 
In everything that's light and gay 
I'll always think of you that way 
 
I'll find you in the morning sun 
And when the night is new 
I'll be looking at the moon 
But I'll be seeing you 
 
I'll be seeing you 
In every lovely summer's day 
In everything that's light and gay 
I'll always think of you that way 
 
I'll find you in the morning sun 
And when the night is new 
I'll be looking at the moon 
But I'll be seeing you 

Complete these tasks on a computer, or on 
some lined paper. 
 
1. Look at the lyrics of the song and explain 

why you think that they chose to send 
this particular song. 

2. Do any of the ideas, or themes, in the 
song relate to you?  Explain your answer. 

3. Which song would you choose to send to a 
robot stranded forever on Mars?  Explain 
your answer. 



 
 

 

 Year 8 Transition Activity 

The lost 
transmission… 

There is a robot stranded on Mars.  NASA 
have been trying to communicate with it, but 
the robot can’t hear them.  Losing hope, the 
robot sends one final transmission out into the 
atmosphere trusting that someone will hear it. 

Write what you imagine the robot might have 
written in his last contact with anyone, 
possibly ever. 


