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Learning at Berwick Academy 

In this section, you will find out more about the approach to learning in our school, what we 

expect from you, and what you can do to succeed. 

The Berwick Way 

To get the most out of your learning at Berwick Academy, we ask you to be on time, on side, 

and on task.   

 Being on time to lessons shows you have respect for your own learning, for the 

learning of your classmates and for the expertise of your teacher. 

 Being on side in lessons means being willing to participate, listening to the teacher and 

doing what you are asked to do first time.   

 Being on task means getting on with your work, first time.  It also means having a go, 

especially when things get challenging.   

If you can commit to being on time, on side and on task, then not only will your learning 

accelerate and bring you great success, but you will be a force for good in the community of 

our school.   

Knowledge is Power 

Knowledge comes in many different forms, from knowledge of how to solve Maths equations, 

to knowledge of how to wire a plug or cook a meal.  At Berwick Academy, we understand that 

knowledge gives you power.  Your teachers will plan lessons and homework to give you a deep 

and rich understanding of each subject domain.  This powerful knowledge will help you to 

succeed, whatever your interests and goals in life.   

Retrieval Practice 

To make knowledge stick, we need to revisit it often.  Doing short quizzes or recall activities is 

strongly proven to help with this.  This type of activity is called retrieval practice.  The science 

of learning shows us that the act of trying to recall something helps it to stick in your long-

term memory, and allows you to remember it more easily in the future.   

At Berwick Academy, every lesson will start with retrieval practice, testing your knowledge of 

things you have learnt previously.  At the end of every lesson, your teacher will summarise the 

key learning points and help you to connect them together.   

Wherever you see this logo, you will know that it’s time to ‘make it stick’.  Show your 

commitment by getting on task with your retrieval practice at the start of every lesson.   
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DNAs 

To make knowledge stick, we need opportunities to work independently.  At Berwick 

Academy, we expect that you will spend some time in each lesson working independently 

and quietly.  We call these Do Now Activities, or DNAs.  Whenever you see this logo, you 

will know that it’s time to get on task, keep trying, and show independence.   

Homework 

Homework is set by your teachers, but it is for you.  Completing independent study is 

one of the most effective ways to make knowledge stick.  You will receive homework in 

every subject, and it is important that you complete this work on time, to the best of 

your ability.  You can be sure that doing this will give you the powerful knowledge to succeed in 

school and beyond.   

Virtual learning plays a big part in homework at Berwick Academy.  We use an online portal called 

Show My Homework, and you will have your own account.  In Show My Homework, you will be able 

to see and complete homework set by your teacher.  Lots of students really enjoy using Show My 

Homework, and we hope that you do too. 

Reading 

Did you know that reading for pleasure is an extremely important factor in achieving 

success in later life?  This is not just because of the knowledge you gain from 

particular books, but because being a confident reader gives you the skill to 

understand and interpret any text, and to communicate effectively, whether you are 

speaking, listening, reading or writing.  At Berwick Academy, it is our mission to help 

every student become a confident reader with a wide-ranging vocabulary.   

How do we do this?: 

 In every subject, we teach you the vocabulary you need to be an excellent thinker and 

communicator. 

 In lessons, you will have the opportunity to read lots of different fiction and non-fiction texts.   

 We will teach you how to break down difficult texts and unfamiliar words, and give you lots of 

opportunities to discuss the ideas and concepts that you have read about. 

 We have Reading Registrations twice a week.  In one of these, your teacher will read you a class 

novel or text.  In the other, you will be expected to read a book of your choice.  You will record 

your reading on the Reading Record in your planner.   

 We recognise and reward effort and progress in reading.   

Learning at Berwick Academy is designed to help you to succeed.  If you follow the Berwick Way, 

you will be rewarded by your teachers, your Form Tutor and your Pastoral Lead.  Most importantly 

the knowledge you gain will be its own reward. 

 


