
Statement of Intent: History 

Humanities and Languages are subjects that expand our cultural literacy and develop our 

understanding of the human and physical world. At Berwick Academy, the humanities and language 

curriculum has been designed to build a substantive and essential body of knowledge of each 

subject, whilst giving students the opportunity to engage with topics that are relevant to their lives 

and their direct experiences of the world.  

 

History 
The history curriculum gives students an extensive grounding in modern British History in Year 9, 

developing into further British and world studies in GCSE history and A level for students who 

choose to study the subject further. As well as an extensive body of historical knowledge, students 

will learn the methodology of how historians use evidence and develop their own critical writing 

skills to a high level. 

 In year 9 students study the making of modern Britain, the story of how Britain emerged 

from being a sparsely populated and relatively isolated island nation to being one of the 

industrial and imperial powerhouses that shaped the modern world. You will also study the 

causes, events and consequences of the two world wars which dominated the first half of 

the 20th century.  

 In year 10 historians taking the subject at GCSE start to follow the OCR Schools History 

Project GCSE 9-1 course, studying the development of public health in Britain from Medieval 

times to the present day. You will also study the political, religious and cultural themes that 

shaped the reign of Elizabeth I and the way in which democracy gave way to Fascist 

dictatorship in Germany under Adolf Hitler. 

 In year 11 historians complete a history around us module studying the Medieval and 

Elizabethan Walls of Berwick-upon-Tweed, including a guided tour of the town walls. The 

course finishes with a study of the Making of America, in particular how the visions of white 

settlers, African-Americans and native Americans intersected with such tension and violence 

during the 19th Century. 

 In the sixth form, A Level students are given the opportunity to develop their knowledge and 

skills to an even greater depth, and several of our students have gone on to study history 

and related degrees at university. We follow the OCR A level course, with topics covering the 

Early Tudors from Henry VII to Mary I, late Tsarist and Revolutionary Russia from 1894-1941 

a thematic study analysing the changing nature of warfare 1792-1945 and a piece of 

independent research comprising a 4,000 word essay on the student’s choice of topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


