
 
 

Art department philosophy, like that of the whole Create + Care Faculty, reflects the Berwick 
Academy values of Friendship, Learning and Respect. 

 
Art Statements of Intent / Implementation Principles 

 
Year 9 Art 
Statement of Intent 
Building on previous learning, we aim to bring all students in Year 9 to a common level of understanding and 
appreciation of visual elements in the world around them and how art processes integrate with that world. By 
the end of the course, each student will be able to independently and confidently create and express her or 
him -self through art in some form. Also promoted are skills of imagination, initiative, problem-solving, team-
work and enterprise, as well as many others generic to all learning. 
 
Implementation Principles 
The Year 9 course is delivered through 3 units: ‘Understanding Artworks’; ‘Great Graffiti’; and ‘Super 
Heroes/Super Shoes’. By the end of Year 9 it is expected that: 
All students will have: linked Year 9 progress back to earlier art experiences; increased their awareness of how to 
research, analyse and ‘appreciate’ a piece of artwork; learned how to structure a piece of extended, analytical, 
writing about art; produced experimental and analytical mark-making and compositional work of their own, in dry 
and wet materials, including basic print-making, from provided and self-selected sources; gained knowledge of 
historical art influences such as Mondrian, Kandinsky, the Scottish Colourists, Haring, Banksy, Cope2 and others of 
particular focus in any given year; formed links between art, artists and other school work; kept a sketchbook; 
been able to talk about and demonstrate expressive/technical use of VISUAL ELEMENTS of Art and Design; 
learned to digitally manipulate and present images via scanning and PowerPoint. 
Most students will: have clear, continuous and practical, sketchbook and other, visual evidence of their 
progress in the above, to accompany verbal responses – and vice versa; be able to discuss and point to 
examples of their own responses and progress with some confidence; know the difference between a primary 
and a secondary source; have at least one finished ‘final piece’ outside of the sketchbook based on mark-
making and colour; be able to draw in 1/2 –point perspective; be able to link their learning to wider 
understanding of the world and its history. 
Some students will: be able to link their learning to an art gallery visit; be able to demonstrate and discuss with 
confidence best examples of their own progress in response to given tasks; have more than one ‘final’ piece; be 
able to confidently create form in drawing via use of both perspective rules and tone; have transferred 2-
dimensional design into 3D (ceramic) form.  
GATE students will: have detailed and fluent sketchbooks, accompanied by accomplished final pieces; use 
primary and secondary sources, materials, techniques and a number of visual elements very well, in response 
to both given and self-initiated/‘extension’ tasks; show confidence, accuracy and pride in demonstrating their 
personal art knowledge and progress to others. 



 
 
 

KS4 Art and Design 
Statement of Intent 
By following the GCSE Art, Craft and Design, general endorsement, the pathways of art students in KS4 are kept 
open to artistic exploration in many forms, both 2 and 3 –D, following on from Year 9 learning and previous 
learning. The course is about making connections:-  

 between participating students themselves and the visual/tactile world around them 

 between themes and concepts in all aspects of life, including other school learning 

 between students’ own and others’ perceptions, beliefs, opinions and ways of doing things 

 between qualification requirement and personal ideas and preferences 

 between art-specific and more generic skills such as thinking, researching, problem-solving, team and 
independent working, experimenting, exploring, synthesising, imagining, creating and presenting. 

It is about not being afraid to fail, but to work hard and be ambitious and experimental in creativity. 
 
 
 
Implementation Principles 
The course in KS4 is designed to encourage the above in students from the offset. Built around the Pearson 
Edexcel specification, it focuses on the four principles and assessment objectives of: 

 Developing ideas through investigations into sources, demonstrating critical understanding 

 Refining work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes 

 Recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 Presenting a personal and meaningful response, that realises intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language. 
 

Component 1 – Personal Portfolio (Coursework) is worth up to 60% of the final grade. It comprises all work 
produced from Term 1 of Year 10 through to the end of Term 1 in Year 11. Starting with a set of observational 
and experimental exercises based around structuring work, it continues into the realms of imagination through 
surrealist themes with, by the end of Year 10, students being ready to make personal choices about the 
direction they wish their final coursework submissions to take. It encourages students to develop 
compositional responses which pre-empt the requirements of Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment 
(Exam), worth up to 40% of the final grade and worked on between January and April of Year 11, with a 10 hour 
supervised examination over 2 days at end of April/start of May. 

 
 

KS5 Art and Design 
Statement of Intent 
A Level Art and Design builds on prior learning and directly support progression to further and higher education 
in Art and Design and related subjects. Taking as its main theme, ‘Me, myself, I’, it allows students to embark 
on a deeper journey of artistic self-discovery than in previous years and to prepare a portfolio of work covering 
a range of hitherto minimally explored ideas, techniques and processes, including print, 3D, textiles and 
photography. It is designed with the aim of providing all students with a platform to inspire a lifelong interest 
in, and enjoyment of, Art and Design as well as food for thought about art careers after school or college.  
 
Implementation principles 
Following the AQA specification, our A level course offers logical progression from GCSE; its assessment 
objectives, structure and component titles are very similar at this level. Work is assessed on students’ abilities 
to: 



 Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding  

 Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and 
refining ass ideas develop  

 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress 

 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements.  
 

The course is designed flexibly so that students are able to focus on an area of personal interest. It is broad-
based, exploring practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/or 3Dprocesses and media. 
 
Component 1, worth up to 60% of final marks, comprises a practical ‘Personal Investigation’ carried initially as 
teacher-led exercises related to use of the senses and self-analysis in Year 12 and then more independently by 
students in the Autumn term of Year 13. This is supported by written material, including a 1000-300 word 
essay, also written in Year 13.  
Component 2 requires a personal response to an Externally Set Task between February and April of year 13, 
with a 15 hour supervised examination over 3 days at end of April/start of May. 
 


