
 DT – YEAR 9 

 

CURRICULUM INTENT 

The department intention in Y9 is to give students a broad understanding of the ‘world of design and technology’, 

how it affects our lives and its importance in society as a whole. The on-going focus is project based learning 

equips students with the relevant knowledge and skills to be confident practical learners.  

Through our passion for the subject we endeavour to inspire students to be creative problem solvers who 

experience success through challenge. We aim to empower our students to take an active role in their learning 

by celebrating success in a structured practical environment.  

Emphasis is given throughout the year to help students understand the professional designing and manufacturing 

environment with the aim of helping them make informed future training and career choices.  

Our philosophy in DT is rooted in the school’s core values of Friendship, Learning and Respect.  

  

CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION 

The course contains two main elements, project work and theory work. Although the work involved in the two 

areas may be different, the two aspects of the course are closely related and support each other. 

Project Work - Pupils will complete a series of 5 design and make tasks in Year 9 in order to further develop 

practical skills and confidence prior to picking their KS4 options. The projects also deliver the remaining content 

of the KS3 Design and Technology Curriculum which has been started in middle school. Each project will focus 

heavily on different strands, from researching, designing, manufacturing and evaluating and will last between 5 - 

10 lessons each.  

Theory work - This work is broken down into 10 individual topic areas and will be taught using printed booklets 

and appropriate media. Each topic will be delivered in class with questions and further reading set for 

homework. There are 2 theory topics linked to each project.  

 

DT – YEAR 10 

 

CURRICULUM INTENT 

Our department intention in Y10 is to give students a focussed understanding of the ‘world of design and 

technology’, its importance in society as a whole and the role designers play within it. Continual project based 

learning is closely linked to theoretical understanding which equips students with the relevant knowledge and 

skills to be confident practical learners. Emphasis is given to helping students understand the professional 

designing and manufacturing environment with the aim of helping them make informed future training and career 

choices.   

Through our passion for the subject we endeavour to inspire students to be creative, collaborative and problem 

solvers who experience success through challenge. We aim to empower our students to take an active role in 

their learning by celebrating success in a structured practical environment.  

We have an appreciation for the skill set needed to exceed in life outside of school and within the DT department 

an ethos of effort, commitment and application is encouraged heavily, hard work is its own reward. 

  

CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION 

The course contains two main elements, project work (NOWIKNOW) and theory work. Although the work involved 

in the two areas may be different, the two aspects of the course are closely related and support each other. 

Project Work - Pupils will complete a series of design and make tasks in Year 10 in order to develop practical 

skills essential to the completion of the course. They are directly supported by the current theory topics and are 

designed to provide a practical insight into the specific areas being covered. Progress will be recorded in their 

NOWIKNOW booklet. During Year 11 pupils will be required to complete a non-examined assessment (NEA), 

this is a 1 year long coursework design and make project which accounts for 50% of their overall grade.  Pupils 

will be given a record sheet at the beginning of the NEA project which will contain details of each section they 

must complete and how long it should take. They will be encouraged to monitor their own progress to ensure the 

time scale is kept to and all deadlines are met. Assessment of the major project will be in accordance with the 

structure laid down in the syllabus document. 

 

 

 


