
Science Curriculum Description  

In the Science team at Berwick Academy, we have over sixty years’ 

experience of teaching GCSE and A-level Sciences. We are all passionate 

about our subject, and therefore keen to pass this on to every student. A 

central belief is that Science is a subject for everyone, not just for those 

thinking of a career in Science, technology, engineering or maths (STEM). 

As such we focus on skills and ideas which include; 

         practical work 

         concepts that inform our students as future citizens of our 

community (eg vaccinations, sustainability and energy resources) 

         concepts with links to local and regional organisations or 

employment. 

In year 9, students complete their key stage 3 science study and then 

move on to studying AQA 8464 GCSE Combined Science Trilogy, which is 

worth two GCSE qualifications. Good relationships with the Science 

teachers in our feeder Middle Schools helps to ensure a smooth 

transition in Science. Students have eight hours of Science a fortnight, 

usually taught by two science teachers. As part of the year 9 options 

process, some students may be chosen to study the AQA GCSE Biology 

(8461), GCSE Chemistry (8462) and GCSE Physics (8463) - known as ‘triple 

science’.  

Students in year 10 and year 11 continue with their GCSE Science studies, 

with ten hours of Science lessons a fortnight. Students are taught by two 

or three Science teachers, often with subject specialist teaching. They are 

supported, especially in year 11, with extra-curricular revision sessions. 

At A-level we teach OCR Biology, AQA Chemistry and AQA Physics. 

Currently students have eight hours of teaching a fortnight, with the 

expectation that they complete a similar number of hours’ independent 

work. We support students to attend visits, subject days and summer 

schools, to help them make informed choices for their next steps post-

18.  

 


