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“We believe that  

young people respond 
 to encouragement  
and we reward success.” 
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                   WELCOME 

 
 
Welcome to the Berwick Academy Sixth Form Subject Choice Guide for courses starting in 
September 2021. You will be aware that students who are currently in Year 11 are all now 
required to go on to further study, or to take a job which contains training (such as an 
apprenticeship). We are delighted that you are considering continuing your studies with us. 
 
Studying in Sixth Form is different to being part of the lower school. Your choices are different, 
you have the opportunity to specialise more towards the future career or higher education 
that you wish to follow, and you begin to manage your own time in academy more 
independently. You can also rest assured that these changes happen within a framework 
where staff already know you and have worked with you before, and the supportive and 
friendly environment that we strive to nurture at Berwick Academy will continue to ensure 
that you can be as successful as possible during sixth form in order to prepare you for the next 
stage in your life. 
 
You will have the opportunity to take a broader range of courses than at Key Stage 4, so it is 
vital that study this guide carefully and ask questions of subject teachers that you will see 
around school. 
 
In addition to your chosen programme of study, you will undertake a structured personal 
development programme which will provide personalised advice and guidance and additional 
courses/enrichment activities. The personal development programmes have been carefully 
designed to provide you with a wide range of skills and experiences which will both appeal to 
future employers and provide evidence to support a university application. 
 
As always, Ms Flanagan and other sixth form staff are available to speak to you if you have 
any questions about your future at Berwick Academy Sixth Form. 
            
 
 Ms T Hush 
Headteacher 
 
  

BERWICK 
ACADEMY 
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SIXTH FORM COURSES 2021 
 
 
Below is a list of courses that you can choose to study 
during Sixth Form at Berwick Academy: 
 
 

A Level Courses 
 

 Art 
 Biology 
 Chemistry 
 Computer Science 
 Design Technology 
 English Literature 
 Geography 
 History 
 Mathematics 
 Media Studies 
 Physics 
 Psychology 
 Sociology 

 

Applied Courses 
 

 Animal Management 
 Business 
 CACHE Childcare Studies 
 Food and Nutrition 
 Health and Social Care 
 Music 
 Sport 
 Travel and Tourism 
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                                              ART & DESIGN  

 
    Course Information 
 

AQA Advanced Level Art and Design 
 
The Art, Craft and Design option that we study at the Academy is a general course, allowing you to 
experience a wide range of approaches to art, in all sorts of media, from drawing and painting, to print-
making, 3D work and photography. It builds upon your existing art skills whilst further exploring and 
expressing personal creativity and inventiveness. The key skills involved are those highly sought after in 
all areas of employment: creative problem-solving, independent thinking, organisation, and initiative. 
Assessment is very similar to GCSE, based on development, refinement through experimentation, 
recording and final response, with a 60%/40% coursework/externally set exam assignment split. 
 
In Year 12, a module entitled 'Me, Myself, I' prompts students to think about their physical being, 
personal interests and how they relate to the wider world via their senses, to create art. In Year 13, this 
expands into a 'Personal Investigation', for assessment. 

 
Assessment 

The A Level is assessed in Year 13 on:  

 Component 1 – Personal investigation (including a written element of 1000 – 3000 
words) 

 Unit 2 – externally set assignment 

 
Transferable skills  

 

 Analytical skills 
 Communication 
 Visual and contextual awareness 

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Art and Design will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships and employment 
opportunities.  
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Architecture  
 Graphic design  
 Fashion design  
 Interior design  
 Illustration  
 Print–making  
 Photography  
 3D Design and sculpture  
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                          ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 

 
    Course Information 
 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Animal Management 

 
This exciting course is hoped to be offered by the Science department from September 
2021. It is a BTEC equivalent in size to a single A-level and is ideal for students looking for a 
career as kennel or cattery assistant, animal care assistant in animal businesses, charities 
or wildlife trusts, or as a retail assistant in pet or animal-related retail establishments. It also 
prepares learners for an Apprenticeship in animal management. When taken alongside 
further Level 3 qualifications, it also supports access to a range of higher education courses 
in the animal management sector. 

  

The course covers theory and practical aspects of animal management. A work experience 
placement is an essential part of this course; it helps students to practise skills and 
knowled ge in an appropriate setting. 

  

The course has five units:  

Animal Welfare and Ethics 

Practical Animal Husbandry 

Animal Behaviour 

Animal Health and Diseases 

Work Experien ce in the Animal Sector* 

 

Students should expect to complete 4 to 5 hours of independent study each week in 
addition to lessons. 

 

Other information to note:  

This course will have limited places, due to the nature of the course.  

*A work experien ce placement is a compulsory aspect of this qualification. Applicants are 
strongly advised to organise their own placement once the option is confirmed with you. 

 

 

Assessment 
One unit is assessed externally, which is 33% of the overall mark. The remaining 67% is 
internally assessed through submission of assignments. 

 

Transferable skills  
 Independent research  

 Study skills  
 Communication  

 Time management  
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What can I use this qualification for?  
Animal Management is an Applied Science course, bringing together knowledge and understanding 
with practical and technical learning, providing successful students with a wide range of skills that they 
can then carry forward into a professional environment or higher education.    

 
Career choices it could help with:  

 Farming/Agriculture  

 Estate Management  
 Laboratory Technician  

 Scientific Research  
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                          BIOLOGY 

 
     Course Information 
 

  OCR H420 A Level  

  

Is it your dream to become a medical research scientist? Maybe a marine biologist? Or 
perhaps a microbiologist? Then an A-Level in Biology can help you! Boost your knowledge 
in life and living organisms and gain a fascinating insight into evolution, gene expression 
and biological molecules. 

  

The topics include cell structure; biological molecules; exchange and transport; biodiversity, 
evolution and disease; homeostasis and energy; genetics biology, evolution and 
ecosystems. Biology is a practical subject, and there are numerous opportunities for 
students to develop these skills. 

  

Biology complem ents the study of Chemistry, Psychology and Geography, as well as Sports 
Scien ce. Students who are considering a Science degree are advised to study two sciences, 
and maths. 

  

Students should expect to complete 4 to 5 hours of independent study each week, in 
addition to lessons. 

 

Assessment 
The A Level is assessed in Year 13 through three 2 hour written exams. Students will have 
to demonstrate their practical competen cies across five skills to achieve the practical 
endorsement. This is reported separately by the exam board and, although essential, does 
not form part of the overall grade.  

 

Transferable skills  
 Logical and abstract thinking  
 Problem solving   
 Mathematics  

 Communication  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Biology will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships and employment opportunities.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Medicine  
 Nursing  

 Pharmacy  
 Sports science  

 Ecology  
 Biotechnology  

 Forensic science  
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                         BUSINESS 

 
    Course Information 
 

We learn about the economic climate and how business works. You will also have the 
opportunity to enter a competition to trade on a virtual stock market with a range of prizes, 
including a trip to New York. This is a work-related course where students use case studies 
from local businesses to produce assignments. Assessment is largely by coursework but 
there is also and examined element. 

You will consider: 

How various business problems can be addressed by organisations and how opportunities 
can be utilised. 

Practices and techniques used within marketing finance, operations management and the 
links be-tween them  

Social and ethical issues 

The external environment 

 

The majority of students go on to study for a business-related degree such as business  

managem ent, business and marketing, business and retail management. It also provides a 
good foundation for work in any 

 

Assessment 
Year 12 

Unit 1 – Business Environment (exam) 

Unit 4 – Customers Services and Communication (coursework)  

 

Year 13 

Unit 2 – Working in Business (exam) 

Unit 5 – Marketing and Market Research (coursework) 
           Unit 17 – Responsible Business Practices (coursework)  

 

Transferable skills  
 Cognitive and problem-solving skills  
 Interpersonal skills  
 Intrapersonal skills  

 Reflective skills  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Business will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships and employment opportunities.   

 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Business management  
 Retail management   

 Finance/accountancy  
 Marketing manager  

 HR management  
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                         CACHE 

 
     Course Information 
 

CACHE Level 3 Technical Diploma in Childcare and Education 

 

This qualification prepares students to become early years educators, enabling them to 
work with children from birth to 5 years and gain knowled ge of children aged 5 to 7 years. 
Upon achievement of this qualification, learners will be able to enter the workforce as Early 
Years Educators or access higher education. 

 

Assessment 
The course is a two year course which is the equivalent of three A Levels. You will be graded A* to C and 
spend up to 750 hours on work placement. This leads to professional recognition in a range of settings, 
including progression into becoming a nursery nurse.  

 

Transferable skills  
 Creativity  
 Problem solving   
 Communication   
 Self-management  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Those working in Early Years are committed professional practitioners who enjoy their work, reflect on 
the impact of their engagement with children, and take responsibility for improving on what they do 
through regular participation in their own professional development.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Early Years Teacher  
 Learning Support assistant  

 Nursery Assistant  
 Play Worker  
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                           CHEMISTRY 

 
     Course Information 
 

AQA 7405 A level Chemistry 

Chemistry is seen as a very desirable qualification to have. The content of the course will be split into 
three sections based on physical, organic and inorganic Chemistry, including topics such as: 

biochemistry (chemistry for medics) to support the many students who want to follow a career in 
medicine or veterinary medicine (vet). Chemistry is an experimental subject, and practical skills are 
developed throughout the course. Students also develop analytical and problem-solving skills, as well 
as communication. 

Chemistry complements the study of Biology and / or Physics at A-level. Students who are considering 
a Science degree are advised to study two sciences, and maths. 

Students should expect to complete 4 to 5 hours of independent study each week, in addition to 
lessons. 

 

Assessment 
The A Level is assessed in Year 13 through three 2 hour written exams. Students will have to 
demonstrate their practical competencies across five skills to achieve the practical 
endorsement. This is reported separately by the exam board and, although essential, does not 
form part of the overall grade. 

 

Transferable skills  
 Logical and abstract thinking  

 Problem solving   
 Mathematics  

 Communication  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Chemistry will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships and employment opportunities.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Medicine  
 Nursing  

 Pharmacy  
 Biochemistry  
 Sport Science  
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                           COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 

 
     Course Information 

 
A qualification in Computer Science will provide you with the skills and mind set to embark on an 
exciting career in computing or a related discipline. You will learn how to create computer programs 
using a variety of languages in order to solve complex problems. You will gain an in-depth 
understanding of how computer systems work. 

 
Over the course of the two years you will study: 

 The Internet 
 Programming 

 Algorithms 
 Hardware 

 Database 
 

A qualification In Computer Science will give you a set of problem-solving skills and way of thinking 
which could also help in many disciplines away from computing, particularly maths and science. A GCSE 
in Computer Science is not a prerequisite for the A Level course. 

 

Assessment 
This course is mostly assessed through final examination. 

 

Transferable skills  
 Logical and abstract thinking  

 Problem solving   
 Communication  

 Self-management  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Computer Science will support you whether you are applying to continue studying at university or with 
an apprenticeship.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Software engineer  
 Information systems  

 Artificial intelligence  
 IT security analyst  

 Network engineer  
 Games Designer  
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                             DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
        Course Information 

 
The results of the designers work will be ridden in, sat upon, looked at, talked into, activated, 
operated, entered, or in some way used by people individually or on masse. The work of the designer 
affects every part of our lives. This course brings together Product Design and Graphics Design GCSE 
courses and BTEC Engineering and provides a route towards all design, graphics and engineering 
related careers. It explores deeper the work of a designer, how designing is accomplished, and 
explores what makes products a success or a failure. The course is taught in two distinct but closely 
related units. 
 
Component 1 
Students develop their creative, technical and practical skills through a series of competency-based projects with 
each project having a different focus. All materials will be worked with including papers, boards, textiles, wood 
metals and polymers.   

The skills developed during these competencies will equip students to follow through into the final year of the 
course where they will select an independent design project. Here students adopt a more commercial approach 
to their work reflecting how a professional designer might deal with a problem. Students can also specialise at 
this point by selecting a project which is more in-keeping with their aspirations, such as architecture, advertising, 
engineering or furniture design. Past projects have been based around lighting, storage design, jewellery, display 
systems, vehicle design, architectural building design, pet care, furniture design, shop fronts, toiletry bottles, 
company logos, promotional gifts, boxed games, stage design, sports stadiums and many more. 
 
Component 2 – Principles of Design and Technology 
Students will study the theoretical knowledge that underpins the work of the designer. Topics covered 
include materials (woods, metals, plastics, paper, boards, textiles and composites), manufacturing 
methods both at one off and commercial production levels. The work also covers the wider role of the 
designer/engineer and the impact that the manufacture of products, their use and their disposal has 
on society and the environment. 
 

 

Assessment 
Component 1 (coursework) contributes towards 50% of the overall qualification and is assessed through 
the completion of a final design and make project that begins during the last term of Y12 and 
culminates at the end of the course in Y13. Teacher assessment is on-going throughout each of the 
design stages with students required to research, design and manufacture a project with a real external 
client. Feedback that is received encourages students to reflect and improve as they progress.  

 
Component 2 (exam) also contributes towards 50% of the overall qualification, this is sat externally in 
the summer of Y13. Each week during the course, teacher led theory lessons will be delivered with 
students expected to independently produce written up notes showing their understanding, they will 
be assessed weekly and feedback given. Periodically, summative assessments will be given in order to 
highlight misconceptions and gap in understanding that can then be addressed. This also will build 
confidence ahead of the final external exam.  
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Transferable skills  

 Logical and abstract thinking  

 Problem solving   
 Communication  

 Time management  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Product Design is useful whether you are going to study at university, do an apprenticeship, or venture 
into the world of work.  Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Product design  

 Graphic design  
 Mechanical design  

 Architecture  
 Engineering  

 Games Designer  
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                             ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 Course Information 
 
The English Literature A Level is an exciting course in which we explore a range of texts and authors 
thematically and chronologically. In the 'Love through the Ages' unit, we study A Room with a View by 
E.M. Forster, a rich and wide-ranging poetry anthology and Shakespeare's Othello. In the post-1945 
unit, we examine themes of identity, gender and coming-of-age in 'Oranges Are Not The Only Fruit' by 
Jeanette Winterson and 'Feminine Gospels' by Carol Ann Duffy.   
 
The Independent Study unit gives students the opportunity to explore a topic and texts of their choice 
through comparative study. We welcome enthusiastic readers who have enjoyed GCSE English 
Literature. 
 

Assessment 
This course is assessed by final examinations.   

 

Transferable skills  
 Analytical skills  
 Critical thinking  

 Communication skills  
 Writing skills  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
English Literature will enable you to progress on to university, apprenticeships and employment 
opportunities.  

 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Teaching  
 Film and script writing  

 Law/legal profession  
 Journalism  

 Most professional career pathways  
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                           FOOD AND NUTRITION 

 
 Course Information 

WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition 

 

This is a two year course. 

Unit 1 (mandatory): Meeting the Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups. 

This enables the learner to demonstrate an understanding of the science of food safety, nutrition and 
nutritional needs in a wide range of contexts. Through on-going practical sessions you will gain practical 
skills to produce quality food items to meet the needs of individuals. 

 

Unit 2 (mandatory): Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat. 

This allows students to develop their understanding of the science of food safety and hygiene; essential 
knowledge for anyone involved in food production, in the home, or wishing to work in the food 
industry. Practical sessions will ensure theoretical knowledge is put into practice. 

 

Unit 3: Experimenting to solve food production problems 

The aim of this unit is for students to use their understanding of the properties of food in order to plan 
and carry out experiments. The results of the experiments would be used to propose options to solve 
food production problems. 

             

Assessment 
Unit 1: (25%) internal exam, practical and written 
                           (25%) external exam. 
Unit 2: (25%) external exam-8 hour timed and supervised assignment 
Unit 3: (25%) Internally assessed. 
 
Your grade will be a Level 3 Pass, Merit or Distinction 

 
Transferable skills  

 Creativity  

 Problem solving   
 Communication   

 Self-management  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
           A wide variety of career opportunities are available in:  

 Hotel catering and management (UK and Overseas)  
 Food and beverage provision  

 Recreation,  

 Event management   
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                            GEOGRAPHY 

 
 Course Information 

This AQA A Level Geography course will be examined at the end of Year 13. Students will study:  
 Human geography and geography fieldwork investigation; 
 Individual fieldwork investigation. 
 Physical Geography and people and the environment 

 
 Topics studied will include: 

 • Water and carbon cycles 
 • Hot deserts and their margins 

 • Coastal systems and landscapes 
 • Hazards and contemporary urban environments 

 • Global systems and governance 
 • Changing places 

 • Population and resource security 

Assessment 

The A Level is examined across all levels at the end of Year 13. 

 

Transferable skills  
 Communication  

 Literacy  
 Working with others  
 Problem solving  

 Numeracy  
 Multi-tasking  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  

Geography is useful whether you are going to study at university, get an apprenticeship or venture into 
the world of work.  

 
Here are some areas it could help with:  

 Psychology  

 Environmental Science  
 Oceanography  

 Geology  
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                             HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 
 Course Information 

 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care 

 

You will study four units over two years. Two units are internally assessed, and two externally assessed.  

 

• Unit 1: Human Lifespan and development Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care 

• Unit 5: Individual Needs 

• Unit 14: Physiological Disorders 

 

The course will give you the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding which will pre-

pare you for employment in the health and social care sector, or any profession which demands high 

levels of communication and interpersonal skills. 

 

This subject covers various aspects of physical health and well-being, along with a study of psychological 

aspects of health. You are encouraged to visit 'care settings' to research and investigate so the theory 

you learn about can be seen in practice. You will role play situations and we make use of real-life case 

studies and have visits from health and social care professionals. 

 

Assessment 
Unit 1 is externally assessed. 
Unit 2 is externally assessed.  
Unit 5 is internally assessed. 
Unit 14 is internally assessed. 

 

Transferable skills  
 Analytical skills  
 Critical thinking  

 Communication skills  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Health and Social Care will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships and employment 
opportunities.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Nursing  
 Midwifery  

 Public health  
 Mental Health  
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                            HISTORY 

 
 Course Information 

 
To understand the problems society faces today we can use history to investigate similar events 
in the past. In this way we may learn from their mistakes and create a better future. Studying 
History at Advanced level could make you one of society's future decision makers. 
The course is designed to foster the development of critical and reflective thinking with an 
understanding of historical topics and issues. You will learn how to argue a case and reach 
judgements through debate and dynamic discussion. It will allow you to improve as an effective 
and independent learner with a curious and enquiring mind by carrying out personal research 
and group presentation. 
 
You will study a range of topics from the late 15th to the 20th century. The course comprises the 
following: 
• British period study & enquiry England 1485 — 1547  
• The Early Tudors (exam)  
• Non-British period study Russia 1894-1941 (exam) 
• Thematic Study and Historical interpretation.  
• The Changing Nature of Warfare 1792 — 1945 (exam)  
• Topic based essay (coursework) 
 
One of the following thematic studies will be examined 
 
• The Viking Age c.790-1066 
• The Renaissance c.1400-c.1600 
• Popular Culture and the Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th Centuries 

Assessment 

This subject is assessed through final examination.  

 

Transferable skills  
 Analytical skills  

 Critical thinking  
 Communication skills  

 Making informed judgements  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
History will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships and employment opportunities.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Law  

 Journalism  
 Civil Service  

 Teaching  
 Archaeology  

 Museum/exhibit curator  
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                            MATHEMATICS 

 
Course Information 

 
You will use and advance many skills you learned at GCSE and add to them new skills in 
solving more complex problems with a greater use of technology. 

 

Through the course you will develop an increasing awareness of the power of mathematics 
in describing and interpreting the world. Discussing how to approach various types of 
problems is a key part of the course, along with mathematical proofs and applications. 

Across Year 12 and 13 you will cover pure mathematics, statistics and mechanisms. 

With Pure Mathematics you will cover Proof, Algebra and Functions, Coordinate Geometry,  
Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, Exponentials, and Logarithms Differentiation, 
Integration, Numerical Methods and Vectors. 

 

Within Statistics you will cover Sampling, Data Presentation and Interpretation, Probability, 
Statistical Distributions and Hypothesis Testing. Within Mechanics you will cover Quantities 
and Units, Kinematics, Forces and Newton's Laws and Motion 

 

Assessment 
This subject is assessed through final examination. 

 

Transferable skills  
 Logical thought and reasoned argument  
 Modelling problems and problem-solving  

 Analytical skills  
 Communication skills  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Mathematics will enable you to progress onto university, apprenticeships or employment 
opportunities.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Engineering and science  

 Accountancy and finance  
 Actuary  

 Investment analysis   
 Teaching   

 Economist   
 Data Analyst  
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MEDIA 

 
 Course Information 

 

Media studies at A Level will introduce you to many different media including film, newspapers, 
advertising and online platforms. Thro ugh yo ur studies, you will lea rn to take a critical and 
theoretical appro ach to the information yo u receive on a daily basi s. You will consider many 
different asp ects of media including reception, representation, regulation and ownership and 
learn a range of skills for both construction and deconstruction of media. This is a great option 
for students considering a career in the media, or for those wh o are really interested in curren t 
affairs. You will develop critical thinking,  
discussion and analytical writing skills that will be useful in further study and careers . 

 

Assessment 
Assessmen t for this course is likely to be final examinations. This is being reviewed currently 
 
Transferable skills  

 Logical and abstract thinking 
 Analytical skills 

 Critical thinking 
 Spoken and written communication skills 

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
 Journalism 
 Marketing 

 Multimedia/Social Media Management 
 Film and script writing 

 Law/Legal Profession 
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                                     MUSIC 

 
 Course Information 

 

Students will study three mandatory units: 

 

 Unit 1: practical music theory and harmony 
 Unit 2: professional practice in the music industry 
 Unit 3: ensemble music performance 
 

Students choose one optional unit. These have been designed to support progression to more specialist 
courses in higher education, and to link to relevant occupational areas, such as 

 Composing music 

 Improvising music 
 Solo performance 
 

Assessment 
Four units, two of which are internally assessed, and two externally assessed. There are three forms of 
assessment used: external, internal and synoptic. 

 
Transferable skills  

 Creativity and reflection  

 Both independence and collaboration  
 Organisation and time management  

 Multi-tasking  
 Problem solving/mental agility  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Music will enable you to progress onto study at university, get an apprenticeship in the industry or 
venture into the world of professional music making.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with: 

 Performing and writing  

 Music therapy  
 Music journalism  

 Music education   
 Recording and Production   

 Sound Engineering  
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                            PHYSICS 

 
 Course Information 

 
AQA 7408 A Level Physics 
  
Physics is crucial to understanding the world around us, the world inside us, and the world beyond us. It 
challenges our imaginations with concepts such as relativity, and it leads to great discoveries, such as 
computers and lasers. Students will learn about particles and radiation, waves, mechanics and 
electricity, as well as about measurement and uncertainty. The course includes further mechanics, 
thermal physics and nuclear physics. Physics is an experimental subject and will include a number of 
core practical experiments that students must undertake. Knowledge and understanding of the content 
and the practical work is examined. By studying this course, students will develop competence and 
confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills.  
  
Physics complements the study of Chemistry and Mathematics, as well as Computing and Engineering. 
It can lead to a wide range of careers from research to engineering, meteorology to radiology. Students 
who are considering a Science degree are advised to study two sciences, and Maths. 
  
Students should expect to complete 4 to 5 hours of independent study each week, in addition to 
lessons. 

  

Assessment 
The A Level is assessed in Year 13 through three 2 hour written exams. Students will have to 
demonstrate their practical competencies across five skills to achieve the practical endorsement. This is 
reported separately by the exam board and, athough essential, does not form part of the overall grade. 

 
Transferable skills  

 Logical and abstract thinking  

 Problem solving   
  Mathematics  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Physics is useful whether you are going to study at university, get an apprenticeship or venture into the 
world of work.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Architecture  

 Engineering  
 Financial services   

 Medicine  
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                                                               PSYCHOLOGY 

 
 Course Information 

 

Psychology is the science of human behaviour. It is about what drives us to be who we are 
and can throw up many interesting questions! How can identical twins behave so 
differently? Why do people choose to obey commands which they know are morally wrong? 
Why do rewards and punishments work? What are the implications for society if we kno w 
that someone’s biological makeup means they’re more likely to commit murder? 

 

Psychology is a science A Level, and you will have to grapple with concepts and issues, 
theories and explanations, and learn research findings and how to interpret statistics. All 
topics include practical activity, although the overall emphasis is theoretical. Psychology 
involves a lot of extended response and suits students who like to explore an argument or 
debate.   

The course covers topics such as obedience, prejudice, mental illness, child development, 
memory, learning, phobias, brain damage, eye-witness testimony and much more.   

People who study psychology at degree level can work in a variety of careers including 
education, health, social work, PR, advertising, marketing and management. Psychology can 
also be counted as a science for accessing several health-related courses at university level. 

 

Assessment 
Psychology does not involve any coursework at A-Level and is assessed by 3 x 2 hour examinations.   

 
Transferable skills  

 Problem solving, analysis, and evaluation  

 Practical research design  
 Time management   
 Literacy and numeracy  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Psychology A Level can lead to university, further training or employment.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Clinical psychology  

 Mental health work  
 Teaching  

 Forensic psychology  
 Educational psychology  

 Youth and social work  
 Therapeutic care  

 Counselling psychology  
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                      SOCIOLOGY 

 
 Course Information 
 
Sociology is a very popular A level course, which develops students' knowledge and understanding 
about how society functions and the role of core elements such as education, the family and religion. 
You will learn about how individuals form a sense of identity, the role of the family, and what happens 
when family structures break down. Additionally, you will study the role and purpose of education in 
society, educational underachievement and the development of educational policies. Research 
methods will give you a grounding in methodologies that can be applied to all social science subjects at 
A level and undergraduate level. 
 
The study of sociology develops your critical thinking skills. It also develops extended writing and ability 
to analyse. All of these skills are highly valued by universities. Many degree courses are available in 
sociology, politics, criminology and related subjects. 

 
Assessment 
This subject is assessed through final examination. 

 
Transferable skills  

 Analysis, and evaluation  
 Practical research design  
 Time management   
 Literacy and numeracy  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Sociology A Level can lead to university, further training or employment.  
 
Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Youth and social work  
 Nursing  
 Midwifery  
 Teaching  
 Research  
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                                                                   Sport 

 
 Course Information 
 
The course focuses on the education and training required for sports-related personnel who are seeking 
employment such as fitness and coaching support. This award is designed for those students wishing to 
work in the sport and leisure industry or who wish to study sport and fitness-related courses in further 
education. 
 
The course aims to develop the personal and interpersonal skills essential for success in the sport and 
leisure environment, where effective communication is necessary to meet customer needs. 
There may be an opportunity as part of the BTEC course to undertake leadership awards. This will assist 
you with your studies and help you on the vocational route towards the coaching of sport and physical 
activity. 

 

Assessment 
Four units of internal and external assessment.  

 
Transferable skills  

 Decision making  
 Psychological understanding of people  

 Independent thinking  
 Problem solving and analytical skills  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Sport Science provides excellent progression for those wishing to study sports science at university or 
enjoy a sports related career path. 
 
 Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Sport science  

 Sport business and marketing careers   
 Physiotherapy  

 Diet and nutrition  
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                             Travel and Tourism 

  
 Course Information 
 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism 
 
New to Berwick Academy this year, this course looks at the travel and tourism industry in the UK, and 
its growing importance to the economy. Throughout this course you will look at: 
• Different types of destinations and their importance – investigate the features and appeal of global 
destinations.  
• Principles of marketing in travel and tourism – explore how to develop a successful marketing plan for 
use by travel and tourism organisations to attract and engage with customers using research data. 
 
The skills developed throughout this course can lead to either higher education, or into the world of 
work. 

 
Mandatory Units 
1 The World of Travel and Tourism  
2 Global Destinations  
3 Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism 
 
Optional Unit 
9 Visitor Attractions activity. 

 

Assessment 
Units 1 and 2 are Externally assessed.  (Exams or tasks set and marked by the exam board)  

 
Unit 3 and 9 are Internally assessed.  (Tasks set and marked by your teacher, and then verified by the 

exam board) 

 
Transferable skills  

 Cognitive and problem-solving skills  
 Interpersonal skills  
 Intrapersonal skills  
 Reflective skills  

 

What can I use this qualification for?  
Travel and Tourism is useful whether you are going to study at university, get an apprenticeship or 

venture into the world of work.  ̀

 

Here are some career choices it could help with:  

 Tourism management  
 Visitor Attraction/Events Management   
 Heritage Management  
 Leisure Marketing  

 

              


