
Berwick Academy English Faculty Curriculum Intent 

KS3 

 

Our intention is to enable students to develop an extensive and 

well-rounded knowledge of English and its wider cultural 

significance. We want our students to excel in, and cultivate a 

love of, the study of the English language and literature in all its 

forms.  

We aim for all students to: 

 Understand language and literature as a framework to 
interpret human nature and experience and begin to 
apply this to texts. 

 Develop in-depth knowledge of social, cultural and 
historical factors influencing literature 

 Become confident and enthusiastic readers, and begin to 
develop critical reading skills 

 Effectively interpret texts by understanding the nuances 
of language and authorial intention 

 Begin to develop confidence in discussion and debate to 
develop critical thinking skills 

 Become assured and independent critical and creative 
writers 

 Become effective, independent, and resilient learners 

 High expectations and challenge for all. 

 Extensive knowledge, explicitly taught. 

 Resilience and independent learning. 

 High quality questioning, discussion and oracy. 

 Formative and summative extended writing. 

 Regular and effective learning and feedback dialogue. 

 Explicit teaching of independent study skills, including revision skills 
and giving students the resources and accountability to engage in 
frequent and effective independent study. 

 

Curriculum Intent Implementation principles 



KS4 

 

Curriculum Intent  Implementation principles 

 

Our intention is to enable students to develop an extensive and  

well-rounded knowledge of English and its wider cultural  

significance.  We want our students to excel in, and cultivate a 
love of, the study of the English language and literature in all its 
forms.  

We aim for all students to: 

 Use language and literature as a framework to 
understand human nature and experience 

 Develop in-depth knowledge of social, cultural and 
historical factors influencing literature 

 Become confident, enthusiastic and critical readers 

 Effectively interpret texts by understanding the nuances 
of language and authorial intention 

 Be confident in discussion and debate to develop critical 
thinking skills 

 Become assured and independent critical and creative 
writers 

 Become effective, independent, and resilient learners 
 

 

 High expectations and challenge for all. 

 Extensive knowledge, explicitly taught. 

 Resilience and independent learning. 

 High quality questioning, discussion and oracy. 

 Formative and summative extended writing. 

 Regular and effective learning and feedback dialogue. 

 Explicit teaching of independent study skills, including revision skills 
and giving students the resources and accountability to engage in 
frequent and effective independent study. 

 



KS5 English Literature 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Our intention is to enable students to develop an extensive and 

well-rounded knowledge of English literature and its wider 

cultural significance. We want our students to excel in historicist 

study, to cultivate a love of English Literature across time, and be 

prepared to study the subject at University.  

 

We aim for all students to: 

 Use literature as a framework to understand human 
nature and experience 

 Develop in-depth knowledge of social, cultural and 
historical factors influencing literature 

 Become extensive, enthusiastic and critical readers. 

 Effectively interpret texts by understanding the nuances 
of language, structure and form 

 Become mature, perceptive and precise writers. 

 Use discussion and critical thinking skills to debate and 
develop interpretation 

 Become assured and independent in use of research,  
criticism and theories 

 

Implementation Principles 

 

 High expectations and challenge for all. 

 Extensive knowledge, explicitly taught. 

 Resilience and independent learning. 

 Frequent discussion, debate and collaboration. 

 High quality questioning. 

 Formative and summative critical writing.  

 Significant focus on essay skills. 

 Regular and effective learning and feedback dialogue. 

 Frequent wider reading, research and enquiry. 

 Flipped learning opportunities to help students develop conceptual 
understanding.   
 



KS5 English Language 

 

Curriculum Intent Implementation principles 

Our intention is to enable students to develop an extensive and 

well-rounded knowledge of the history, change and usage of the 

English Language in all its forms and in its global context. We 

want our students to excel in study, to cultivate a love of English 

Language, and be prepared to study the subject at University.  

 

We aim for all students to:  

 Use spoken and written texts as a framework to 
understand society, culture and human experience 

 Develop in-depth knowledge of the social, cultural and 
historical factors influencing language use 

 Become extensive, enthusiastic and critical readers. 

 Effectively interpret texts by understanding the nuances 
of language, genre and text producers’ viewpoints 

 Develop a wide bank of linguistic terminology to inform 
critical responses 

 Become mature, perceptive and precise writers. 

 Use discussion and critical thinking skills to debate and 
develop interpretation 

 Become assured and independent in use of research , 
criticism and theories 

 High expectations and challenge for all. 

 Extensive knowledge, explicitly taught. 

 Resilience and independent learning. 

 Frequent discussion, debate and collaboration. 

 High quality questioning. 

 Formative and summative critical writing.  

 Significant focus on essay skills. 

 Regular and effective learning and feedback dialogue. 

 Frequent wider critical reading, research and enquiry. 

 Flipped learning opportunities to help students develop conceptual 
understanding.   


